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TO DIRECTOR 



FROM LEGAT, HAVANA NO. 617 

t) • 

CUBAN POL I T I CAL 1 ACT i V IT I E3 . APP~0 I NTMENT OF FIDEL CASTRO AS 
PRIME MINISTER LAST NIGHT MAY LEAD TO MORE RAPID REORGANIZATION 
OF GOVERNMENT. PREVIOUSLY, ALTHOUGH CASTRO WAS IN FACT HEAD 
OF GOVERNMENT, HE TOOK NO BLAME FOR GOVERNMENT ACTONS. 

ALTHOUGH ALL CABINET MEMBERS ALSO RESIGNED, IT IS BELIEVED 
THEY WILL BE REINSTATED. I 


JAMES T. HAVERTY 

RECEIVED VIA WESTERN UNION: 2-14-59 3:37 PM CWA 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau* s cryptographic systems . 
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STANDARD FORK MX 64 

'A. 

Office 


to : Director, FBI date: February 17, 1959 

from • ^ Legal Attache, Havana (109-12) 

. j SUBJECT: ( f (*\ >- / - 3 

CBBAN P OLITICA L ACTIVITIES 
FOREIGN MISCELLANEOUS 



Enclosed are five copies of a letterhead memorandum on 
the above-captioned matter. 


This informaj 
Counselor of Embassy, 
Embassy , Havana . 




as been made available to the 
land Commercial Attache, American 



source for the Miami Office. ^ j 

Information has been classified inasmuch' 

as it reflects investigation on the part of Legal Attache, Havana. 

It is to be noted that ERNESTO ' ' CHEUflaUE VARA is Com- /) 
mander of the Fortress at La Cabana, Havana. m.e is an Argentine 
citizen who has expressed anti-American sympathies. CAMILO 
yC I ENFDEGOS is the Commander of the Military Camp "Lijbertad" 

/ formerly 6§gap Columbia, Havana. 
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A. H. Belmont 


1/26/59 



POTENTIAL POLITICAL RAMIFICATIONS IN 

LATIN AMERICA AS RESULT OF CUBAN REVOLUTION 


Ifld 




As result of successful overthrew of Batista regime 
on 1/1/59 , Fidel Castro, Cuban revolutionary loaddr^. has 
as a oelf-appoi vied leader of the masses in Latin America, 

Bis Obvious fanaticism points strongly to possibility that 
have dreams of leadership in Latin America, along lines of _ 
recent moves in Middle East, to use the impetus of the Cuban , 

revolution as a motivating force in precipitating agitation in J S]( 

other Latin American countries and thereby welding together a 0 
sphere of influence in that area in which he would be the predominating 
force . This theory is strengthened by Castro *s recent visit to 
Venezuela as part of oelebration of first anniversary of successful 
overthrew of dictatorial regime in that country as well as his 
reported statement before a press conference 1/22/59, reporte^iin 
"Ml Munde" (a Savona newspaper) tha t he was an admirer offpf/j HMP UflC 

W/////JPVationalist Party of Puerto Rico) ^ ' 
andfavore^^K^^^ffnc^o^Puerto Rico • 


Trend evidenced here points to possibility that Castro 
may attempt to act as crusader against dictatorial and military 
governments in Latin America, using as issues fact that such 
governments represent "vested interests suppress civil liberties , 
use "strong arm " tactics and do not represent "the people In 
any such crusade the Castro bloc could be anticipated to include 
Cuba, Venezuela and possibly Costa Rica aligned against Dominican 
Republic, Eaiti and Nicaragua based on following analysis • 


r<; 


Colson 


-9*- NEW 

_ - 109-12-210 (Cub q) 

2 - 109-12- 209 (Costa Rica ) 

1 - 199-12-211 (Dominican Republic) 
1 - 109-12-214 (British Guiana) 

1 - 109-12-21 7 (Haiti) 

1 - 109-12-222 (Nicaragua) 

1 - 109-12-228 (Venezuela) 

1 - Belmont 

2 - Roach , n 
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Memorandum for A . S, Belmont 

Be s Potential Political Ramifications in 

Latin America as Result of Cuban Revolution 

109-MEW 


The Dominican Republic, where Trujillo is am absolute 
die te ter, to Ho stronghold of dictatorial rule in Lotto America. 
Tn^tlle $ himself, te o mid feared mu. Me rules aim an 

iron fist and exterminates opposition forces ruthlessly. 

There are already indications sf imminent upheaval in 
political structure of Saiti where military-type regime exists 
headba by President Francois Duval ier . 

Nicaragua is ruled by Luis Somes ra, sob ef the old- 
time dictator Anaetasio Somosa (who was assassinated) and 
military influence in the government is predominant . 

Aligned against this group with Castro would be 
Venexuela and possibly Costa Rica. Venezuela had a dictatorial 
government headed by Colonel Marco Perez Jimenez until he was 
ousted in January, 1958 . A provisional government, combining 
military and civil elements, ruled until latter part of 1958 when 
free olecMo ns held in which Motmlo Betancourt elected President. 
Be is "left of center " in his views and admits to communist 
connections many years ago. Me must walk a tight rope in his 
policies to keep military group appeased. Costa Rica is headed 
fy President Mario Bohandi Jtminez; has democratic form of 
government and is point where left-wing Venezuelan elements 
given refuge during dictatorship there. It also served as base 
for support of Castro revolutionary forces. 


While there is no indication as yet that Castro will 
attempt to pull British Guiana, a British possession , into his 
o rbtt its mere existence as neighbor of Venezuela and its 
political make-up point to fact that it could be slated for 
possible alliance with Castro. In British Guiana there is an 
omt PVmo ' le.ft-wino p olitical party ('■Peoples Progressive Party 
in who 

Bis wife, of former cdmmunTsi 

afftl iati 


In order to get a picture of situation and to 
determine whether there is a pattern which should be disseminated 
i^governme nt circles, we propose to determine from State and I 
0008 well as through research in our own files , identities of 
opposition groups and individuals that may be expected to agitate 


- 2 
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Memorandum /*** A» S . Belmont 

Me: Peteitfcal Political Ramifications in 

fyptdm America as Result of Cuban Revolution 
1Q9~NEW 


and provide .leadership for any attempt to overthroe existing 

. .oW. : A: ■■ jjfc . _ ^ M — _ . A. 4 _ ■> ' ill I I mm Jt 



o»*pi«*e picture of data available feom other agencies, as well 
as data developed by Bureau sources, to determine whether picture 
of communist influence presents pattern warranting dissemination . 



8 m ffpon receipt of names of groups and individuals, 
Marne Check Section will prepare name cheek memoranda broken down 
according to data available from other agencies and data 
available from Bureau sources in order that overfall picture 
from possible dissemination standpoint can be analysed . 
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Memo To DIRECTOR, FBI - ATTENTp^ 

SAC Title: 

ASAC 

Supervisor 

i Agent 

Steno 

Clerk 

Chief Clerk File No.. 

ACTION DESIRED 


2/19/gg 

Fdfc 


LIAISON 
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.Bring File 
.Call Me 
_See Me 
-Correct 
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.File y 1 : 

.Leads nedd attention 
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Open Ca 

Prepare assi'gnm 

Prepare Tickler 

Reassign to 

Recharge serials 

Search and Return 

Send serials 

to 

Submit new charge-out 

Submit report by 

Type 

Return Serials 

your district awaiting attention. 
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GOVERNMENT 


*T*J©MID 


Office A 



an 


Hi, •* 

• UNI7 



TO : Mr. A. H. Belmont 1 - Mr. Belmont 

1 - Li aij3on_ 

from : Mr . R. r. Roach > ffil 

«,3S!H?D BYjj8_ 
OE^/LASbirV' ();F 

SUBJBCT: POLICE LIAISON - CUBA v 


0) 

Legal Attache advises that the American Embassy through the point 
Four Program and the United States Information Service has offered the Cubar. 
Government technical assi stance for training in various matters , He believes 
absolutely no consideration should be given to soliciting a request for 
Bureau assistance but that consideration should be given only if the request 
comes from the pre side nt of Cuba or his delegated representative . If such c 
request is received , he suggests temporary assignment of a police training 
Agent to afford limited training to the National Police ij^jirder to build 
oJLLce contacts and to prevent some other agency 3 
for international Cooperation Agency 3 
dace to the detriment of our liaison arrangements . 

Al L I N FO D iVJ AT in ?«* 



OBSERVATIONS: 



rom providing tha 




''YV-.JTA if, 



^ED 


is a Cub’q^/7atdfQTRey ib&b 


n the July 


26 th 

Ms bIC 


Movement in new York prior to 'depar^)£itfe^fo'r to assume 

present position. He has been contacted several times by Agents of the 
New York Office concerning Cuban revolutionary activities and wa3 cooperative 


and pro-FBI . The present revolutionary 
heterogeneous . It includes anti-United 
are favorable toward the United States. 
\believed that the Bureau andcthe United 
l elements where possible in an effort to 
iinfluence in the Cuban Government. 


Government of Cuba is politically 
States elements , as well as ones whc 
Rather than abandon the field 3 it i 
States should assist those favorable 
help them in achievinghreater ,/ 

f 

The Bureau police training school in Cuba from 1948 to 1950 was higjij 
successful in building up police relations and contacts. Due to the criti- 
cism incurred by the present revolutionary Cuban Government and its political 
instability 3 such a school now would be premature . Most of the present 
Cuban police are young inexperienced men and the police department is dis- 
organised. Although police officials are^partisan8 of Ridel CagfrfW,/ they 
have exhibited a very pro-FBI fee lings TKcfttf the 
situation is propitious at the time, vAxe quest for assist ann p. is. r&jz&i 
favorable consideration should to the suggestion to send a temporar 

police instructor to afford limited training to the National z ^orl&Cf£fiW(tj$kout 
spttpig up a full-fledged school. Such action would help rebuild our police 

- >52JAAR 3 i 

nclosure 

€L- /9-.P9 • *' ' 






Memorandum Roach to Belmont 
RE: POLICE LIAISON - CUBA 




contacts and prevent other agencies from taking over police training in Cube 
It should be taken , however 3 only if and when we receive an unsolicited 
official request from the Cuban Government. 

i 

RECOMMEND ATI ON: 


It is recommended the attached cable be sent to the Legal Attache 
instructing that no request for assistance should be solicited from the 
Cubans but that if such a requesrb is uolJMLkMJlLlJl through official 

channels by the PresTdent of~Cuba or his delegated representative , the 
Bureau would consider jjsmp^jMMpily assigning a police instructor to afj'o rd 


raining to National Police provided the political §Ttuat±on Tn 


Cuba is prbpTvTTTus at xne Time iftne reguest. Her* is being further advised 
€Kaf~Tf suSU a request is receiyeo, no conmT£ment.s sAfliz^ Ae a?i£ft onfr 

BureQMt nn but he should keep the door openfor negotiation's until 

adecislfon ean be made by the Bureau . 
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URGENT 2-19-59 


TO DIRECTOR 


DECODED COPT 

nor 



Cablegram 


)/ 


rotter . 


W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman . 


Gandy . 



FROM LEGAT, HAVANA NO. 620 


AMERICAN GAMBLING ACTIVITIES IN CUBA. by 

,, GOVERNMENT AUTHORIZATION LUXURY CASINOS ARE BE 1 1® ALLOW 70 
IREOPEN. OTHER SOURCES HAVE ADVISED THAT SOME WILL REOPEN TODAY 
'AND OTHERS WILL REQUIRE ADDITIONAL WEEKS PREPARATION. UNDER 
NEW REGULATIONS BINGO PROHIBITED, OPERATORS MUST fc&VE ECONOMIC 
(STANDING AND NO PRISON RECORD, NO ONE UNDER 18 YEASS MAY GAMBLE, 
CASINOS MUST PRESENT FIRST CLASS SHOWS AND ADVERTISfNG MENTIONING 
SPECIFIC GAMES AVAILABLE NOT PERMITTED. REGULATIONS WILL BE SET 
LATER CONCERNING SLOT MACHINES. AMOUNT OF GOVERNMENT TAX ON 
CASINOS NOT YET FIXED. 



RECEIVED: 2-19-59 


AL.L ifiFOR MAHON CONIAiNkO 

B&REiNJ3jU^LA$SfEF “ 

DATE iimTl — 


JAMES T. HAVERTY 


3:32 PM HJT 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau* s cryptographic systems. 
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wr^ r ^ c ‘ 

be disseminaf&Jabtstde the 


the Bureau , it is suggested that it be suitably 
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URGENT 2-22-59 
TO DIRECTOR 

^ If ROM LEGAT, HAVANA CUBA NO. 624 

T ill CUBAN POLITICAL ACTIVITY, FOREIGN POLITICAL- 
N; 'M CABLE FEBRUARY 12 LAST CAPTIONED BURO REVOLUCIONARIO DE 
INVESTIGACIONES JNTERNACIONALES (BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL 
Mm INVESTIGATIONS). CAMILO CIENFUEGOS, (BUF I LE' 105-54536) LEFT 
f HwiTH 8 OF HIS FOLLOWERS 8:00 AM THIS DATE FOR NEW YORK CITY 
i* * FOR SEVERAL DAYS VISIT WHERE THEY WILL BE GUESTS OF MAYOR OF 
CITY. SOURCE OF INFORMATION IS VISA SECTION, AMERICAN EMBASSY, 
HAVANA. 

Sk 
i * 

JAMES T. HAVERTY 



i j Belmont y .. 
Mohr . 



Mease — 
Parsons . 


Rosen _ 
Tamm _ 
Trotter . 


Cablegram 


W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy 


W.C. Sal>i«u 


CUBA. RE HAVA 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Metiwrandum • united 



Director, FBI (109-12-210) 
Legal Attache, Havana (109-54) 


SUBJECT: 

FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


GOVERNMI 


date: March 3, 1959 


ReBulet January 29, 1959. 




Due to the fact that st e nograph ic help in this office are 
presently compiling various quarterly and monthly reports, report 
on above-captioned subject matter will not submitted until March 10. 
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CODE 


Original 1 - 

Mr. Belmont 1 - Liaison 
Mr. Rosen 1 - Yellow 
Mr. DeLoach 3 - 4-59 


CABLEGRAM 


URGENT 


TO LEGAL ATTACHE MANAMA 

mm director fbi 


noN contained 

HEREIN ts WNCLASSIEJED, . 

date jhJjJh _ ey(M 


m 


FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTER . IS MASH GUM . SEURCABLE NABOB FOUB, 

LAST. WESSEtiS STATEMENTS TO BATE CUBAN PRINCIPALS MANE DIRECT 
APPROACH TO LEGAL ATTACHE ARE COMPLETELY UNAUTHORIZED. TOU ARE 
TO MAKE NO MOTE UNTIL OFFICIAL REPRESENTATION IS MADE THROUGH 
NORMAL DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS TO THE EMBASSY IN HAVANA NT CASTRO'S 
FORCES. KEEP ME FULLY INFORMED ON ALL DEVELOPMENTS . 

1 - Foreign Liaison Unit ( detached ) 

NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Copy c : of Director's memorandum 3-4-59 to Messrs. Tolson, 
Belmont , Rosen , and DeLpach and copy of Havana cablegram attached . 



; 
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united states Department of justice 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. AllW POPW^:' 

i *.s l f ' ' 

r»ui p, .... 


‘tf-j 


vrv.iT 

AV-l » 




i *«3lr» 


February 16, 1959 


- CgBR 


CLASSIFIED 
DECLASSIFY ON: 

The first six weeks of the ne m\n Revolutionary Govern- 


T38f GOVERNMENT 



kH 


meat has shown the weaknesses of various government leaders and 
their total dependence for guidance on the words of FIDEL CASTRO, 
the "maximo lider" (greatest leader) of the revolution. The 
Provisional President, MANUEL URRUTIA LLEO, has proven to be 
a mere figurehead and one whose policies sway with the words 
of CASTRO. The strong man in the Government, namely 
mmmmHHmmFrnade efforts to 

resign, and finally on February 13, 1959, his resignation was 
accepted. This resignation was brought about by the fact that 
government policy was difficult to formulate while FIDEL CASTRO 
had a free reign in making extemporaneous decisions without 
consulting with other Government leaders. The fact that FIDEL 
CASTRO has now accepted the position of Prime Minister definitely 
will place more responsibility upon his shoulders to think through 
a problem before making a snap solution. 

The actual functioning of Government affairs was 
hampered by the almost 1@® per cent turnover, not only on the 
part of highly placed Government officials but also on the part 
of the low-salaried Government employees. This resultant 



,X‘ 
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take-over of Government functions by absolutely unequipped indi- 
viduals has caused almost complete chaos in the day-to-day func- 
tionings of the Government . It has also caused much hard feeling 
on t&mpari of old-time Government employees who were dismissed 
from their positions merely because they had served during the 
Batista regime, even though they had never been sympathetic to 
the policies of the former Cuban leader, General FULGENCIO BATISTA. 

Over the week-end of February 7, 1959, the Cabinet ap- 
proved the "Ley Fundamental" (Basic Law) which is to govern its 
actions until a Constitutional Government is re-established under 
the Constitution of 1940 or under some new constitution which 
might be brought up. Under this "Basic Law" the right of writ 
of habaes corpus is not permitted to those persons accused of 
"war crimes" under the BATISTA regime. It also reduced to 30 
the age for President and Cabinet members, thus making FIDEL 
CASTRO eligible. Citizenship is conferred on foreigners who 
served as officers in the Rebel Army, and it contained a special 
provision which granted native-born citizenship to anyone who had 
served as an officer with the Rebel Forces for more than two 
years. This latter provision was tailor-made for only one indi- 
vidual, namely the Argentine Rational, ERNESTO "CHE" GUEVARA* 

Tl* revolution has breug^ Into the Government a group 
of yeung, immature individuals lacking in any previous administra- 
tive experience. In many instances persons are designated for 

/ 
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high positions on the strength of the fact that they were indi- 
viduals who accompanied FIDEL CASTRO to Cuba from Mexico on the 

■ "fhamui » w The Chief of the Rational Pol fee is a wan of. no eduea- 
tional qualifications and who by occupation is a taxi-cab driver. 
His claim to fame is that be lost three brothers in the revolu- 

-r-. 

tion, and he is one of the original survivors of the "Gramma" 
expedition. Most members of the Cabinet, although considered to 
be honest and hard workers, are not known for their previous 
business or administrative experience. Prior to his accepting 
the position of Prime Minister, on many occasions in public 
utterances CASTRO would expound at great length on the Govern- 
ment's policies and then in the same speech would disclaim any 
responsibilities for mistakes made by public leaders by stating 
be had not appointed them and what policy such leaders formulated 
was their own. There is no doubt that there is honesty among 
the officials in the present Cuban Government. CASTRO has stated 
he wished Ministers' salaries to be cut in half and indicated that 
they henceforth would receive $425.00 per month with nothing being 
given them for expenses, if this plan is carried through, there 
is no doubt that some Ministers will resign inasmuch as they 
"''<&&& on such a - low standard of living.’ 

■ (Ho Ad ffWom n aW iQB - Public knowledge. Opinion of Legat . ) 

- 3 - 
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ART I - AMERICAN FEELING 

FIDEL CASTRO, although stating that he is net anti -American 
in his sentinents, has in public remarks flamed anti-American feeling 
which previously did not exist in Cuba. His intemperate attacks 
on United States big business and United States foreign policy 
have been echoed by other members of his coterie. FIDEL CASTRO 
has some of the makings of a demagogue. In his speeches he 
has attacked American news agencies, American big business, 

American Ambassadors, and American Military Missions. 


(No dissemination - Public knowledge.) 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 

It is estimated that at the present time there are 
approximately 500,000 unemployed in Cuba. Although in the first 
month of the revolution there were numerous strikes on the part 
of labor, CASTRO and the Government leaders have pointed out 
that, although they realize that in most instances the workers 
had just grievances, workers should defer their demands until 
such time as the sugar crop has been harvested. It is to be 
noted that this crop is usually harvested between December 15 


WNiiall latter date the rains usually 
ia Cwhaaad prevent further work in the oane field*, 
has had good success in convincing the workers that they should 



return to their jobs, but in public speeches he has pointed out 
to them that the Government in the future^will see to it that 


their demands are met 
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CASTRO has stated that agrarian reform is the corner - 
stone of his economic program, ip this respect he stated that 
in order to combat unemployment , greater Job opportunities must 
be created; that to creat greater job opportunities new indus- 
tries were needed which would be protected by stringent tariffs. 
(Aider the agrarian reform the rural population would have more 
funds with which to purchase products from these new industries. 
CASTRO, himself, during the first part of February made a trip 
to the Eastern part of Cuba where he distributed some lands 
to the peasants. 

Factors which tend to create the present poor economic 
conditions are an unstable labor market with wildcat strikes; 
the lack of tourism; the freezing of a number of bank accounts 
and safe deposit boxes; and the hesitancy on the part of 
business to engage in new enterprises under an unstable govern- 
ment. 


(No dissemination - Public knowledge.) 


REMOVAL OF UNITED STATES MILITARY MISSIONS 

CASTRO on numerous occasions has stated that United 



Missions must be removed from Cuba. He derides 
>F claiming that they had trained the defeated 
CASTRO wished to convey the impression that his 


military genius had defeated a much larger army and, furthermore 
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an army that bad been trained by U. S. military men. Most in- 
formed people realize that the defeat of the Batista forees was 
about by corruption on the part of the high Cuban mili- 
and poor morale on the part of the average foot 



soldier. No specific request was made by Cuban officials for 
the withdrawal of U. S. Military Missions; however, when United 
States authorities stated that consideration would be given 
to the withdrawal of such groups, the Cuban Government stated 
that it would agree to such withdrawal. 

Articles have appeared in the public press which state 
that the Cuban Army will be reorganized in the outlying regions 



CASTRO has also mentioned that he had plans to have 
his Army trained by a military mission from Venezuela. He either 
forgets or does not know that the Venezuelan Army is being trained 
by one of the largest U. S. Missions in Latin America. 

The old Army of Cuba is completely disorganized, and 
it has been reported that CASTRO will not permit one official 




. is taking 




(No dissemination - Public knowledge.) 
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STUDENTS TAKE OVER HAVANA UNIVERSITY 

During the week of February 3, 1959, the Federation of 
University Students (FED) took ever the premises of Havana Shi- 
versity and ousted tbe University Council which ruled this insti- 
tution. The FEU stated that the University Council had not acted 
rapidly enough in dismissing former faculty members who had close 
association with the Batista regime and also that such council 
had not corrected the deficiencies in the university’s curricula. 
As in most Latin American countries, the university students are 
a strong political force. At Havana University they have always 
been a source of trouble. FIDEL CASTRO, himself, while a student 
at Havana University, was considered to be one of the "gangster 
elements" which terrorized not only the student body but the 
faculty members. It is known that in the past students h mate se- 
cured degrees from this University by threatening at gunpoint 
the professors. It is also known that professors have received 
emoluments for years even though they taught no classes. 

The FEU at the present time wants complete voice, not 
only in the selection of professors but also what subjects will 
be taught. 

A serious bone of contention has arisen with respect 
t« private universities by the application of "Law 11" which . 
abrogates all degrees conferred by these universities during 
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the past two years 0 The claim is made by the revolutionary 


government that this is necessary so as not to penalize the 
students who were fighting with the revolutionary forces 
the time that private universities were conferring degrees. 


The largest of the private universities is that of the American- 

J 

owned "Villanueva" located in Havana. This university is now 
closed. Authorities in charge of Villanueva University state 
that they will not reopen the university until "Law 11" is re- 
pealed and also will not tolerate the control of their uni- 
versity by members of the FEU. 

The Minister of Education, a young, 28-year-old re- 
volutionary with no previous administrative experience, has been 
openly backing the FEU in its claims. 

(No dissemination - Public knowledge and opinion of 

Legat . ) 


CEM80MHIP 


As pointed out above, the writ of habeas corpus for 
"war criminals" has been suspended. It has also been reliably 
ascertained that international telephone calls and some local 


telephone calls are being monitored by Government authorities. 
CASTRO in numerous public statements has attacked the "monopo- 
listic" North American press services, claiming they have not 
given a irtte picture of the Cuban revolutionary scene. Be 



2/16/59 
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has stated he would like to see Latin American nations form a new 
Latin American press service. CASTRO has proven himself to be 
very "thin skinned" with respect to any public criticism* The 
prominent Cuban magazine "Big Zag", which is noted for its sharp 
cartoons, bore the brunt of a verbal attack by CASTRO because 
of several cartoons appearing in the magazine which CASTRO con- 
sidered to be anti-revolutionary. CASTRO publicly called for a 
boycott against any periodicals which he considered were attacking 
the revolution. 

(No dissemination - Public knowledge.) 

EXECUTIONS OF " WAR CRIMINALS " 

To date approximately 325 former followers of the Batista 
regime have been executed before firing squads throughout Cuba. 
World press reaction to wholesale executions by present Cuban 
officials caused CASTRO to invite to Cuba approximately 300 
foreign newspapermen in what: he called "Operation Truth." In 
connection with this operation, on January 21, 1959, he delivered 
a speech in the Central Park of Havana, at which gathering Govern- 
ment officials claimed one million persons were in attendance. 

In his talk CASTRO called on the people for public support for 
Aite execration of Batista "war criminals . " The following day, 
January 22, 1959, the Government staged what was billed a 
model public trial of one of these "war criminals", which trial 
was to demonstrate to the world the fairness of the court martial 
proceedings. The accused was one of the Batista Army commanders 

- 9 - 
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with the worst of reputations, namely Major JESUS SOSA BLANCO. 

The proceedings were televised and were personally witnessed by 
17 , fOgpersoas . The scene was the Havana Sports Palace, and, 
instead of a murder trial, it bad all the earmarks of a sporting 
event. The hooting, howling mob cheered on the prosecution and 
booed the defense. SOSA BLANCO in defense stated that this was 
not a trial but merely a spectacle like that which was held in 
the Coliseum of Rome. He was found guilty and ordered to be 
shot; however, his case was appealed, and, evidently because 
of the world-wide press attacks on the type of trial he received, 
a new trial for him has been ordered. It is Legal Attache's 
opinion he will be shot. 

In the Havana area, ERNESTO "CHE” GUEVARA is the one 
conducting the trials of the Batista sympathizers. With methodical 
frequency his court martial hearings result in a sentence of 
death for the accused. 

CASTRO has consistently alleged that such executions 
are necessary and has stated that the Government will have 
terminated with them by March of 1959. In many instances those 
being tried for "war crimes" were officers of the Batista forces 
who claimed that they killed rebels merely in A ray battles* The 
courts do Set listen with much sympathy to the plea that such 
officers were mainly carrying out their duties. At the present 
time approximately 20 Cuban aviators of the Batista Army are 
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being tried in Orient e Province for having carried out the orders 


of their commanding officers to bomb Cuban towns, 
to condemn those of their members who committed acts ef terrorism 


against the Batista Government. Those rebel sympathizers who 
threw bombs into stores in Havana during the revolutionary days 
whereby women were killed and maimed are now considered to be 
the heroes of the revolution. 


Information has been received that one of the individuals 
who was instrumental in stealing a Miami -to-Cuba bound Cuban Air- 


lines Viscount may now hold an important Government position. 

In the stealing of this plane , which crashed in Orient e Province 
on attempting to land, several American citizens were killed. 
Because of the violent reaction of the press at that time to 
this haphazard endangering of civilian life, the rebel leaders 
stated that such attempted theft was done without their sanction 
and that those involved in it would be punished) however, no 
such action is known to have been taken. 

(Ho dissemination - Public knowledge and opinion of 

Legat . ) 


COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES 

“ 



Parti do Socialist a 

r "Hoy" , which has appeared daily 



January 5, 1959, continues to espouse the line of continued 
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close cooperation between the revolutionary forces with full 
participation in the new government for all elements which par- 
ticipated in the liberation* The PSP claims such phr^ieipftl^* 

It attempts to closely align the Communists and their program >- 5: 
with the Castro Government. Of course, it violently attacks 
the United States as being "imperialistic" and is highly 
laudatory of Soviet achievements. 

The PSP has openly established its Cuban National Head- 
quarters at Calle Prado 426 in Havana and is reportedly in the 
process of opening Provincial and Sectional Offices throughout the 
country. 


During the first month of the revolution there were 
very few public attacks on the part of newspapers or Government 
officials against the PSP; in fact, to the contrary, July 26 
| leaders, such as ERNESTO "CHE" GUEVARA and CAMILO CIENFUEGOS 


openly stated that they saw nothing wrong with having a legally 
constituted Communist Party. 

Beginning with about February 1, 1959, however, some 
Havana newspapers have begun to attack Communism. The leading 
i Cuban weekly magazine "Bohemia" carried a six-page article which 


i\ 


it 


claimed that Communism in Cuba was merely trying to disrupt 
Cuban-United States relationships. This article pointed out 
threat to Cuba of the world-wide 



Communism. 
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Other newspapers also have attacked openly the PSP and its 
that they took orders Iren Moscow, 
in the first few days of the revolution the 


flieS of the Bureau for Repression of Communist Activity (BRAC) 
were confiscated and placed in the hands of ERNESTO "CHE" GUEVARA, 
information has been received by this office that rebel leaders, 
including FIDEL CASTRO, now are fearful of the Communist threat 
and are desirous of forming a highly secret Government organiza- 
tion which would be one to investigate Communism and be vigilant 
concern! ngs its endeavors. 

& public source. Disseminated locally and 
advised.) 



M 


stated on January 25, 1959, that the Cuban Revolutionary Govern- 
ment did not contemplate establishing diplomatic relations with 
the Soviet Union. The 

however, on February 4, 1959, stated that the Cuban Government 
was not "anti-anything or anti-any nation" and pointed out that 
if the United States maintained diplomatic relations with Com- 
munist-bloc countries, there is no reason that Cuba should not 


received" by this office that 
of the Russian newspaper "Pravda r 
had come to Havana from Mexico on January 21, 1959. He was 


blC 



( 
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accompanied by 


a representative of the 
City newspaper W B1 Popular . " Source advised that 
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CAMIliO CIENFUEGOS, one of the July 26 Commanders , is attempting 
to met a secret government organization to investigate Com- 
munism. 

(Sources - 



and last part to Bureau by cable.) 



Lie 


ASYLUM PROBLEM 

Some diplomatic establishments in Cuba have been irri- 
tated over the attitude of the Cuban Government with respect to 
the asylum problem. The Cuban Secretary of State alleged that 
many individuals who had been given asylum by foreign embassies 
were nothing more than criminals. The diplomatic establishments 
themselves stated that they were the only ones who could judge 
to whom they furnished asylum. The problem was further heightened 
when, on two occasions, planes which were taking asylees out of 
the country found it necessary to return to Cuba, presumably 
suffering from mechanical trouble. On one of these occasions 
the Cuban Government stated that those returning were no longer 
eligible to receive asylum. After strong protest on the part 
of the diplomatic embassy involved (Chile), these individuals 
again were permitted to enter the Embassy . They are stiU there. 
It las been rumored that the malfunctioning of the airplanes 
was merely a ruse whereby Cuban Government authorities hoped to 
be able to get their hands on some of those seeking asylum. The 
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Re: Intelligence Survey - Cuba 

irritation of the Cuban Diplomatic Corps reached such a degree 

Cuban reception in honor of the Caban hero 
bofeetted by the foreign embassy establishments, 

(No dissemination - Public knowledge.) 
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CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 



two top hoodlums are definitely known to lie in 
Havana area at the present time. They are SANTO TRAFFICANTE 
and both Miami Top Hoodlums. Sources have indicated 
that additional top hoodlums probably would appear on the Cuban 
scene in the near future if the gambling casinos are reopened. 

2. Gambling 

FIDEL CASTRO has publicly stated that the gambling 
casinos will be reopened. Local American gamblers have indicated 
that they hoped to have the casinos opened by February 21, 1959. 
Because tourism is at almost a standstill, many casino operators 
have indicated they would prefer to keep the casinos closed be- 
cause they feel they would lose less money. 

In this connection, sources have indicated that it 

wasjmiBHHHBBiHBHHHHHi strong 

against reopening gambling casinos which caused him to submit 
his resignation. In early speeches FIDEL CASTRO had, to a 
certain extent, committed the new Cuban Government to reopening 
the casinos on a controlled and limited basis. Subsequent 

% edi^reis Of the gambling casinos apparently 
necessary impetus to the move to get the casinos 
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reopened. It is expected that the gambling casinos in the Sans 
; ^^^ : ii||s,^^ii3aaa night clubs, as sail as in the Hotels Rivlerd, 


, and 


will reopen. Also, there have been 


indications that the casinos in the Hotels Comodoro and Plaza 
possibly nay reopen. The reopening of gambling casinos will be 
done on a trial basis, and there are definite indications that 
the Cuban Government contemplates "taking over” these casinos 
after a period of a few months. American gamblers in Havana 
recognize that this may happen but are confident that Cuban 
operated and managed gambling casinos will not be successful 
and will not attract tourists. 

3. " Take” 

No definite pronouncement as yet has been made by 
the Cuban Government as to the percentage of profit the Govern- 
ment desires to receive from gambling operations. As previously 

•¥ 

reported, FIDEL CASTRO on one occasion stated that the casino 
profits would be divided as follows: 


40 per cent - Cuban charity; 

30 ” ” - tourist promotion; 


n tt 


casino operators. 


One source has indicated that this statement by CASTRO 
concerned itself with the gross take of the eaSihe xrhther than 
with the net profit and pointed out that no casino could operate 
on 30 per cent of the gross take for the casino operator. 
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4. Police Tie - Ups With Organized Crime 

As yet, there has been no indication of any police 
tie-ups with organized crime. There is, of course, as yet a 
substantial lack of organization on the part of the various 
Cuban law enforcement agencies, as well as a lack of clarity 
as to just what jurisdiction these agencies have. In addition, 
there has been no indication as to what particular police agency 
might have contact with or jurisdiction of gambling casinos. 

5. Other Criminal Activity 


No new developments 
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Subject in Security Index and key figure 
of He* York Office , He has served in editorial 
capacity for communist publications for many years 
and has given numerous speeches for communist caTmses 
for many years. He recently traveled to Cuba as a 
correspondent for "The Worker." Since his return 
he has written articles regarding the Cuban situation 
for^Bhe Worker" and has been giving public speeches 
under communist auspices on the same subject. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


from : SAC, NEW YORK (109-112) 

0 

subject-. FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 

IS - CUBA ' 

ReBuairtel dated 3/12/59. 


Dectt 

Hall 


NYC, on 
who has 
closel 


E-! 

fit 



£5 


tS X 
M 


Hotel Brett on 

3/16/59 advised that she had spoken 
many contacts and friends 
associated with 
_ tated that on 

specifically asked ^H^MPbout how plans were coming 
for the testimonial "dinner t<^^^^^M^in NY^during^dKy^ 

■■■P stated that they hav^ ^eS ^^^lT/^ostponed this 
plannea testxmSKial dinner for^jPMHH^BflHF due to 
tffir unset t&c6rpx ) litical situatio n in Cuba and also due 
to~- t he ’"fact" that they did no^cor^ider this time to be 
pus poLy^aVL^^r jJ((M®t;Q be so honored. 

_ told that all they had done concerning 

this planned testimonial dinner was to canvas various 
Latin American Consulates in NY(J and the general reaction 
to this affair was tha^i^wa^io^ih^p roper time t^iave 
a dinner in honor of ^HBHHHIIII^HVVaocording to^Hp 

[stated that the plans have been temporarily postpone 
until the political situation clears in Havana, Cuba 









no fu rther information concerning 

the Directorio Revolucionario, 

rumor c one erning^a planned coup against the CASTRO 
rnment. The NYO is alert to any information regarding 
~*and in the event any definite word is received about 6 / 

„ -r\ * in .1 * i.. i . * 



his plans, the Bureau will be immediately advised. 

^ a reporter for "El Diario de 

Nueya York", a Spanish language newspaper published daily 
in NYQ./ iWas intervi ewed on7V9/59^a t which time 

it was rumored that of ^ 

the Directorio Revol ucionario ^was offered the governorship 

(^Bureau (109-12-210) ( RM) RED- 69/ O / / 
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NY 109-112 


CQiWiDEtiTIAL 

ice of Havana, and that in order to placate 
ihe Cuban Government was going to offer 
him one of the mayorships , of Havana. Cuba, rep lacit 
who is the _ 
of the July 26th Movement. 


b7C 


spoken to 

the rumor concern 
was not true, but 



'on 3/16/59 advi sed that she had ■ _ ^ 

15/59 and^BBjjP^tated that 
“■becoming a mayor of Havana 
did not elaborate. 


For the information of the Bureau and Miami, 
WALTER WINCHELL, well known syndicated columnist, on 
his radio broadcast from NY on 3/15/59 stated that despite 
denial's by FIDEL CASTRO, a liberation army was being 
organized to invade the Dominican Republic and that 
plans for these landings have been delayed by differences, 
and thht Venezuela is opposed to FIDEL CASTRO's 
cooperation with Dominican Communists. 


WINCHELL also stated in this broadcast that 
FIDEL CASTRO's troubles are beginning and that an j , 

underground movement against CASTRO is spreading. WINCHELL 
stated that the new rebels opposed to CASTRO have connections 
inside CASTRO's top ranks. WINCHELL also stated that the 
Communists now control 25 out of 29 labor unions in Cuba. 
WINCHELL further said that he was told not to be surprised 
if the CASTRO Government is completely overthrown within 
the next six weeks. 


WINCHELL also had an item in his 3/15/59 broadcast 
from Santiago de Cuba where 25 young men had been arrested 
and were charged with an attempt to sieze arms and a 
yacht for an expedition to the Dominican Republic. 


4HHHHHBRtwho substituted for DREW PEARSON 
on the 3/15/59 DREW PEARSON broadcast, stated that PEARSON 
was at the present time louring the Caribbean getting 
information on possible revolution in that area. 


bic. 


CONTINUAL 


2 



NY 109-112 


Fstated that TKASSON had sent 

a cable from San Juan, Puerto Rico, regarding PIDEL 
CASTRO and stated that CASTRO had a problem In that he, 
CASTRO, has a fc large number of troops in Havana and 
that he, CASTRO, has an ambition to be a leader of 
the Caribbean island^and Central America. PEARSON, 
in this cable to stated that CASTRO forces 

will land In Haiti on 3/31/59 at a point 50 miles 
from Cuba and that a bloody battle would be fought in 
the mountains between,., Haiti and the Dominican* Republic. 
PEARSON also stated in' this cable that the United States 
was on the spot because of the Pan American Union and 
that the whole Caribbean area was about ready to boil 
over. 



New York City, telephonically contacted the 

K) on 3/17/59 and stated that he has information from 
reliable sources In Havana to the effect that the CASTRO 
Government wil^no^b^able to last until the end of 
April, 1959* 4HHHHVwas reluctant to discuss this 
matter at 1 engti^ovej^Ji^je^phon e and advised that he 
would see SA vMHHHHH^BH^lthin a few days and. 
furnish a dditional information regarding this matter 



_ _ BSS, NYCPD, on 

3/16/59 advised that the NYCPD had been told that in 
connection with CASTRO'S visit to Washington on 4/17/59 
CASTRO wa& scheduled to come to NYC and would speak 
before tp.e UN on 4/20/59. The^Ypisdes i r ou s of 
conducting an interview with'^MMHHBt and his wif 
MB but an interview at this time may jeopardiz 
HHHHP A^^ooi^as an opportunity presents itself to 
interview this interview will be conducted by 

the NYO in an attempt to obtain additional information 
concerning the political situation In Cuba and any 
alleged plans for invasions in the Caribbean area which 
might originate from Cuba. 
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Acting Cuban consul “stated that he expect ei 
/ approximately 3 ,TK)0 Cuban exiles in Mexico to return to Cuba. 

, Meeting sponsored by ’’Mexican Association of Friends of Cuba", 

/ a Communist dominated group, held in Mexico City 1/25/59 to 
remonstrate support for the new Cuban Revolutionary Government. 
Cuban Government sponsored delegation visited Mexico Cit. 
2/12-17/59. Mass meeting honoring deleg ation held 2/16/so i n 
lj^^^^eatr<^Mea^^^iexic<^|ity^IJPPR! 

S^^^Vand traveled from Mexico 

City to Ravana , Cuba, 2/9/59 and were expected to return in 
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Cuban Embassy - Mexico Citj 


^ * j v 


At 


I On January 2, 1959, l^^advised that fli 

I is well-known in Communist circles in Mexico City 
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The Janaary 18, 1959 issue of "Excelsior", Mexico 
City .daily newspaper, carried an article on page la which 
reflected that the Mexican “Foreign Office had rece^e<^i<> 
official communication regarding the status of 
The Foreign Offic^^^^tedj according to this article, that 
it regarded 4HHPBHHBin the same light as any other 
private Cuban citizen. The article reflected furt 
ssy in Mexico C ity had 
had been named 


naa previ 

as lowing the fall of the 

Machado Government in Cuba. On this occasion he was named 
Ambassador by the revolutionary junta of Grau San Martin and 
served in this capacity in Mexico for four or five months. 

Return of Cuban Exiles to Cuba 
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Meeting Eeld January 25, 1959 in 
Mexico City to Demonstrate Support 
for New Cuban Government 


On January 26, 1959, the ^-exico City press > 

carried articles concerning the aboye meeting which was 
held from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on January 25, 1959 at the 
Union Hall of the Electrical Workers Union. The articles 
noted the meeting had been organized by the "Asociacion 
Mexicana de Amigos de Cuba” (Mexican Association of Friends 
of Cuba) (AMAC) , to demonstrate support for FIDEL CASTRO 
RUZ . , and the new Cuban Government. ,J 



attended 
or sympathi; 

PartyX(PF) and other Marxist groups-i 


/// f!y / ( o 


Lsed that the presidium was 


Led of 


I th^^le^trical riorlcer , 

Bin the Rai iroa d Workers ‘Union;® 

^^^^^^^fc£-Sai±QnaJ--LM^ersity of "Mexico^^^^^^ ^^^™ 

b^)73) 


‘tCM? 
Movement ; 


luiionary. Teachers 

. Peace 

Movement; "Circulo . __ ^ 

de -©studios Sexicanos ri (Circle of Mex ican Studies ) (GEM ) n lC 
■which has been previously described frvB^HMBMiilBBHI^Bt| 

„ „ Jol 

:ional Univers: ‘ - - r " 

in the Fi 


the meeting^ 


;ral District, 
f advised that the following persons spoke at 


referred to the revolution- 
ary action of FIDEL CASTR0 “ to liberate Cuba from the WJC- 






w 





ATISTA, ho he stated was supported 


tyranny of FULGBHCIO 

by the United States which is now critical of the CASTRO 
regime for executing prisoners who were accused of war 
crimes . 

spoke briefly and thanked those in 
attendance for their support of CASTRO and the new Cuban 
Government. She stated that she had to leave the meeting early 
inasmuch as she was preparing to return the following day 
to Cuba. 


bX 


’condemned the dictatorship 

of BATISTA which he stated was in the service of American IS ] /" 

imperial is m. 4. Ke stated that the Lexican youth sent greetings ^ 
to^lthe Cuban youth and to FIDEL CASTRO RUZ for their 'success 
in overthrowing BATISTA. 


commented that approximately 
two years prior thereto he had given a complete physical 
examination to FIDEL CASTRO xUZ before he embarked on his 
revolutionary undertaking in Cuba. He attacked the Urfited 
States for its alleged support of BATISTA. 




'stated that the Electrical . 

workers Union was behind the Cuban Movement and that in the Jp /(_ 
past Cuban exiled youth had held meetings at the Union Hall 
of the Electrical Workers Union. He advocated that the Mexican 
Electric Light Company be nationalized. 1 




attacked the United States 

for interference in Latin American affairs and stated that 
BATISTA and dther dictators were nothing more than puppets 
of the United States. lie stated that dL 1 workers should 
unite into a single party in order to fight for their rights 
and higher standards of living. Me stated that the action in 
Cuba demonstrated that success can be had against the 
" Colossus of the Forth." He stated that the an ^i -imperial ist 
movement should be initiate's on the arrival of 
VHV (from his current European and Asiatic touri , an 
with the arrival of CASTRO AUZ to i.exico as Ambassador 

^iary at the specific request of the Mexican people, 
lasked for the abolition of the "disolucion social" 
[sedition) laws, which permit the arrest of "political prisoners" 
for attacks against the government, he made reference to 




4 - 


dictators in Latin /meric a who are supported by the united 
States and suggested that Mexican youth go to other countries 
to assist in the attempts to overthrow these other dictators. 

_ attacked colonialism and 
at in 1954, a government which 
is" not supported by the people, took over in Guatemala. t 

He stated that this government is also an enemy of the ^ 

people of Mexico as evidenced by the recent strafing of 
Mexican boats in the Gulf of Mexico. He stated that this 
action was taken in an effort to provoke an incident with 
Mexico and that this was at the instigation of imperialistic 
interests . f\ \ . 1.4 i t 


breaking oi 


on January 23, 1959. 



The press generally reported the above meeting 
with no comments. "Zocalo", Mexico City daily newspaper, 
in its issue of January 26, 1959, stated that the meeting, 
which purported to he a demonstration of support for the 
new Cuban regime, was actually nothing more than a Communist 
effort to in^j^^aj^aj^^^merialist movement. "Zocalo" 
stated that revealed the true nature 

of the meeting when he stated, "the anti-rUmer^^^'^^^^^^ 
movement must be initiated on the arrival 

and CAS TjlyC RUZ as Ambassador Extraordinary attn^requ^^^^™ 
can people.” The article pointed out that 4HHHI 
discussed progress of world Communism. Accord- 
ing to tne article, there were shouts "Mueran los gringos" 
(Death to the Americans) 
workers were represent 
RIWr/ALLSJ 


I 









The January 23, 1959 issue of "La Voz de Mexico", 
central organ of the PCM, and the January 24, 1959> issue of 
"Noviembre", organ of the National Directive Commission of the 
POGM, carried a joint manifest dated January 21, 1959, of the 
National iirective Commission of the IP, the Political 
Commission of the PCM and the Executive Commission of the 
POGM. The manifest was captioned, "He Support the Cuban 
Revolution and Oppose Imperialist Intervention." The article 
stated that the PP, PCM and the POGM were >iiaking an appeal 



r * 





to all democratic groups in liexico in order that they would 
not confuse propaganda emanating from imperialist circles 
of the United States which tends to mis represent happenings 
in Cuba and that they demand support by the Mexican government 
of Cuba in its efforts to bring about the desired results 
of the revolutionary movement. The article stated that the 
Cuban revolution is the most popular revolution in that 
country’s history since it obtained its independence from 
Spain, It stated that the Cuban people and their provisional 
government should take advantage of the numerous experiences 
of Latin America in their strugle for national independence 
and against the forces of foreign imperialism. The article 
further stated, in part, that undoubtedly North American 
imperial ism will try and bring about a failure of the Cuban 
revolution, utilizing various means. It stated that already 
the imperialis ts have attempted to plant discord among the 
various revolutionary forces in order to destroy their unity 
and bring about a failure of the revolutionary movement. 

The manifest said that all revolutionary forces must remain 
united in order to bring about a guarantee of the success 
of the revolution. 


y isit o£. ....th.fii-26.tli. of July aov emen t b 

Delegation to Mexico City r -\- ‘ « 

c - •*. 

The February 17, 1959 issue of "El Universal", 
Mexico City .daily newspaper, carried an article identifying 
the Cuban delegation as follows: 



According to the "iML Universal" article, the Cuban 
delegation came to Mexico on February 12, 1959 to explain the 







truth regarding the Cuban revolution. It stated further 
that the group was leaving on the morning of February 17, 
1959, enroute to Panama, Colombia, Equador, Peru ? Chile, 
Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil and Venezuela, returning to 
Havana, Cuba, in April, 1959* The article noted that the 
Cuban revolutionary movement was being supported in Mexico 
by the "pro Med unions.” 

A handbill which was circulated in Mexico City 
on February 16, 1959 announced that a meeting would be 
held at 7 p.m. at the Nuevo Teatro Ideal, Calle Serapio 
Rendon #15, to listen to the message of liberty and justice 
which had been brought from the Sierra I^aestra by the 
veterans of FIDEL CASTRO * s revolutionary forces. The 
handbill indicated the meeting nas being sponsored by the 
electrical Workers Union, Railroad Workers Union, Society 
of Friends of Cuba, Latin American University Front, National 
RdLytechnic Institute, Section 9 of the Teachers Union, 
Teachers Revolutionary Movement, National Front of Plastic 
Arts, Popular Graphic Work Shop, Union of Workers at the 
Goodrich - Euzkadi Plant, "and other organizations". 



•■■■■■M^ho-slated that the ~uban revolution 
ffiaJjJ^Sffij^^n^yrannj^^FdLGEIirCIO BATISTA. The 

activities of the revolution, beginning with the landing of 
FISEL CAS TED RUZ in Cuba. He criticized the press for 
ref erring, to the executions in Cuba as a "blood bath" and 
stated that the newspapers had made no comments during 
BATISTA’s regime when towns were machine gunned, killing 
women, children and elderly people. Me stated that the 
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BATISTA regime carried out atrocities, whereas the present 
government is holding trials and rendering justice. 


— — mmmm — Jdiscussed the Cuban 
revolution and compared it with the Mexican revolution, 
lie stated that the Cuban cause was just in its fight 
for liberty. 



congratulated the 
Cuban delegation and stated that their cause was just 
and applauded the Cuban revolutionary forces for over- 
throwing the MTISfA regime. 



spoke “and was very critical of the 

press for not having nr inted the true facts regarding the 
revolution and staged that they were under the influence 
of united States imperialistic interests. 

Cuban soldier, stated 

that the revolutionary movement was to defend the ri hts 
of the Cuban working class. He brought greetings from 
the Cuban workers to the Mexican workers who are also 
fighting for better living conditions. 

_ _____ ___ ^stated that she had been a 

radio entejftainer ? but had abandoned her career in order 
to join the fighting forces in the Sierra Maestra where 
she spoke to the Cuban public over the rebel radio in 
order to unite them in the cause of liberty. She stated 
that the Cuban people were tired of BATISTA’ s tyranny 
and responded to the call and united in a struggle to , s .. 
overthrow BATISTA who was a worse tyrant than HIT] 


b% 

■K1C 


17 C 




of the Hie c tricar 'Workers ^Union , read a message from the 
ISle'dlrTcaT Iforkers Union congratulating the Cuban delegation 
in that their sacrifices had resulted in victory. He 
stated that the Hiectrical Workers support all causes 
of peoples who fight for their liberty* 

Stated that care should be taken 
that the successful revolution in Cuba should not fall 
in the hands of reactionaries as had been the case in 
Mexico. He stated that the Mexican revolution load been 


ilc 





in a dormant stage, but tha •p s Tfi“ people were beginning 
to awaken against a common enemy, imperialism, which 
he described ^.s the cause of tyranny in America. He. 
stated that Mexico has been the older brother of Matin 
America, but now Cuba holds this position and should be 
an example to other countries which are fighting for 
their liberties. 

described by^Mj as 

a Cuban of Argentinean descent and a newspaperman, stated 
that he had originally undertaken to inform the world 
of the true happenings in Cuba and later asked CASTRO 
RUZ for permission to take up arms in the fight against 
BATISTA. He stated that the executions presently going 
on in Cuba are not reprisals against the opposition, but 
are being meted out only to those murderers of people 
who merit this action. 

^was the final 

speaker and thanked the Mexican people for the sympathy 
which they had extended to the Cuban Revolutionary Move- 
ment. He stated that the executions in Cuba would not 
terminate until all the criminals of war were disposed of. 

~e stated that this is not a blood bath, but is justice 
being meted out at public demand, ^e stated that the execu- 
tions will not be finished until all of the criminals are 
eliminated and true political, economic and social liberties 
are established in Cuba. He stated that there will be 
a review in Cuba of foreign concessions which the 
tyrannical government of LATISTA had given to the United 
States in order to exploit the riches of Cuba. 

Mi advised that the meeting, scheduled to start 
at 7 p.m. , lasted until 11:30 p.js. 
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On February 17, 1959 “H I bniversal" carrie d an 
an interview of< 

_ the Cuban delegation. This interview took 
place on February 16, 1959, at the Cuban Embassy and was 
allegedly attended by* IQ® people, composed of students, 
laborers, newspaper reportersand curious individuals. 
According to the article, 4flM s tated that the Cuban 
revolutionary government has no connections with Communism 
and is based on democracy and human liberty. He stated 
'*.»e do not want to know anything about the Communist Party." 
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He added that Communism does not present a problem in 
Cuba, He said that it must not be forgotten that the 
July 26 Movement is at the service of the nation and 
especially the poorer economic classe^. With regard to 
future international relations ,4HHBBis tat ed that the 
people of Cuba want to break off diplomatic relations 
with the government of the Dominican Republic and that 
the matter is under study. With regard to Russia^ he 
stated there is no inconvenience in maintaining diplomatic 
relations with Russia, 



On February 21, 1959 issue number 16 of the 
magazine "Rototemas" which describes itself on its mast- 
head as a "weekly paper of factual politics" appeared on 
the newsstands in Mexico City. This issue carried no 
date. 


On pages 12 and 13 are photographs of a reception 
which was* held at the home< 

by the latter in honor of tne visiting Cuban delegation, i r ~7 S' 

at 6 p.m. on February 16, 1959. The article which jj I 

accompanied the pictures reflected that the recent^n lasted 
one and one-half hours, at the end of which ^HpH}asked 
the delegation to take with them to FIDEL CASTRO the 
warmest congratulations of himself and the Mexican people. 

. bi m On page 14. o^the same paper is a picture of 

an the 

capTTror^nm^jfanke^wonopol^^ are the Wbr^^Snemies of \ <^\ r 
Cuba". The body of the article quotes ^miHiPas saying L If 
"from the beginning of the past century, Cuba has been ^ 

subjected b r the United States to the most cruel economic 
and political subjugation in the black history of Latin 
America." 


The article quoted as 

stating, "PULGFFCIQ BATISTA was the administrator and 
guardian of the y^nkee monopolies in Cuba.. .of the 161 
sugar plantations in existence in Cuba, 100 belong to 
yanfcee monopolies - it was principally BATISTA who delivered 
the economy of the country to North American rapine, 
sacrificing the present and future of Cubans... The 
sugar industry of Cuba is confronted in these moments by 
a crises of over-production which was provoked b the United 


tK 


f; V 


"States the revolution was caused by this economic 

problem Immediately new ^ternati&nal markets for 

sugar will be developed and later the sugar plantations 
will be nationalized.” 


/ 


Visit of Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico 
INtPR) Leaders to Juba. February 9, 1959 - 




IgPJR; leader's 

res iding iiw!exiP(^C^y, had s tat e'd ' that t hey welcomed 
the triumph of FID3L CASTRO RUZ in Cuba and the ultimate 
consolidation of other Juban revolutionary groups with the 
26th of July kovement headed by CASTRO RUZ. 

According td^^i^HH^^B^ndl 

indicated that when CASTRO RUZ was well-established in 
Cuba, the N??R exiles in Mexico would be able to move to 
Cuba where they could establish a base to assist The NPPR 
in Puerto Rico. 

In Februar y. 1959 >409 reported that^^®^ and 
leparted Mexico City via air on 
February 9, 1959, enroute to Havana, Cuba. ^HP^indicated 
further that they intended to remain in Havana until early 
March, 1959. 

)stated further that as of March 4, 1959 they 
had not returned to Mexico City. 
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£D STATES DEPARTMENT 


[■ICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Washington 25, C. 

In Reply, Please Refer to JiarCh 4, 1959 

File No. 


SE: 


FOREIGN POLITICAL PATTERS - CUBA 


Reference is made to the neiraoranduni captioned 
as above dated March 4, 1959. 
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to be distributed outside of the aijency 
to which loaned. 




^ - /s'- 3-4, 

— y 




doCUrrieoA dk+ld *7 


AAAAAA 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST1GA » . .;N 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

Deletions were made pursuant 
release to you. 

to the exemptions indicated below with no aegrtgable material available for 

Section 552 


Section 552a 

□ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

O (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7XB) 

□ (j>(2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ (h)(1) 


O (b)(7)(D) 

O (h)(2) 


□ (bX7)(E) 

O (h)(3) 


. D (b)(7)(F) 

O (h)(4) 

O (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

O (h)(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

A. 

□ (b)(9) 

□ (h)(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ (h)(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

Cf^Documenis originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 


Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they art duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


D^Thi 


'pNi# 


ddd. 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


FW/DOJ 



AAAAA/\ 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA. jN 
FOEPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated. 


e*£l2in this deletion. 

a Deletic 


Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 


Section SS2 


Section SS2a 


O^XD 

□ (b)(7XA) 

□ (d)(5) 

□ <bX2) 

□ (b)(7XB) 
OW7XC) 

□ (j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ 00(1) 


O (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 


O (bX7)(E) 

O 00(3) 


O (b)(7)(F) 

□ (h)(4) 

O (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ (h)(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

O (b)(9) 

O (h)(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


D (h)(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only . 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 

disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): 


Bk'Thj 




xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


FBI/DOJ 




Director, FBI date: March 19, 1959 

Legal Attache, Havana (66-101) 

INTELLIGENCE SURVEY - CUBA 



In lieu of monthly Intelligence Survey - Cuba, for 
1959, report captioned FORE I GEOPOLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 
has been submitted. * — 
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FOREIGN POLI TICAL MAIIE R>- CUBA. REBU CAB MARCH 13 LAST. 

COMMON RUMO R. HERE TH A T4MB1 PLOTTING TO BECOME » ' 
PRESIDENT. H|0AI€) OTHER OFFICE SOURCES STATEJ HOWEVER#® 
CASTRO TOO STRONG AMONG P EOPLE AT PRESENT FOR COUP TO TAKE 
PLACE. ACCORDING TO PS COOPERATING 
WITH JULY 26 AND EXPE CTS I^ ENAMED^BWPhA^A . SAME 
SOURCE STATED HOWEVER 4MB NOT TO BE TRUSTED AND WILL 
ATTACK CASTRO IF OPPORTUNITY PRESENTS ITSELF.^] 

- 

r x 1 % 

JAMES T. HAV8RTY 

-ifTfarjeSfri+L. *ecu«.'+>7 X«(roa,no«T 

RECEIVED: 3-18-59 11:20 AM HL 
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SECRET , 

If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau* s cryptographic systems, 



SAC, Miami 


March 25, 19 5\ 


Director, FBI ( 109-12-210 ) 


FomiGN POLITICAL MATTEBS . 

IS m CUBA 
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PRIO, mwto miiyc UST EVENING. 


HE HAD 4iISf RECEIVE© INFORMATION THAT FIDEL CASTRO IS BUIOtING UP P 


THE UNITE© STATES Am 


RESENTMENT 


fl': U#S* FOR THE REACTIONARY 

S|||oSTATING THAT. THE U.S. IS DOING NOTHING TO STOPfHlS REACTIONARY 
^ ACTIVITY# STATED THAT HIS SOURCE SAXO THAT THIS ATTACK 

% ■ AGAINST THE U.S. IS ONLY A PRELUDE TO AN OFF IC XAL REQUEST TO 

WITHDRAW ALL PERSONNEL AND CLOSE THE NAVAL BASE AT GUANTANAMO BAY, 


ORIENTE, CUBA. 


STATED THAT 


DID NOT DISCLOSE HIS 
S OURCE IS 


LINE f: 


:n word ieight shld be 


^^SOURCE BUT IT IS HER UNDERSTANDING THAT 
^|WITHIN THE CUBAN CONSULATE IN NYC. MAIL COPY 
J ijtcoRR LINE FiFTEE^ WORD IEIGHT SHLD BE 

P |END ANB ACK / ^X 1 fl 
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TO DIRECTOR 


FROM LEGAT, HAVANA 


Cablegram 


2 -.Z^l 4 £> 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED. 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DAT £-Jfltyte2~BY$ p : I fa'Jpy ^ 


| T olson Lr — 

BelmontT 

Mohr 

Nease 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm — 

/Tele. Room __ 
Holloman 

Gafldv ^g 


^uffo \ 


NO. 639 


CUBAN POLITICA L MATTERS, IS - CUBA. REBUCAB MARCH 30. 

AME AS GU EST OF REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT 
MARCH 20. B0Th4BB| AND FIDEL CASTRO PRINCIPAL SPEAKERS 
AT TELEVISED MASS RALLY HELD EVENING OF MARCH 22 IN HAVANA 
1 CALLED BY CONFEDERACY DE TRABAJADORES CUBANOS (CTC). 

Ml SPOKE OF PERILS THAT FAC E CUBAN REVOLUTION AND 
[MENTIONED CUBA SHOULD BE ALIGNED WITH WEST IN CRUCIAL 
[STRUGGLE BETWEEN FREE WORLD AND SOVIET SYSTEM. 
■■■■■■■VCTC, INTERRUPTED HIM CLAIMING CUBA NOW 
SOVEREIGN AND DID NOT HAVE TO S IDE WITH UNITED STATES IN ANY * - 
{WAR . , - C ASTRO FOLLOWED MW AS SPEAKER AND STATED HE PIS- ~ 1 
AGREED WTH HIM . CASTRO ATTACKED QW©?E" MONOPOLISTIC PRESS 
SERVICES''!)##^: CLAIMING THEY DID NOT TELL TRUTH REGARDING 
REVOLUTION. CLAIMED ARMS BEING OBTAINED IN FLORIDA BY COUNTER &*- 
REVOLUTIONARIES AND THAT FBI HAS NOT BEEN ABLE TO FIND EVEN A 
PISTOL THERE. HE ATTACKED INTERNATIONAL OLIGARCHY AS ENEMY OF 
CUBA AND DENIED IT WAS NECESSARY TO TAKE SIDES IN ANY WORLD 
CONFLICT . PRESS ATTACHE HERE STATES UP! GAVE FULL COVERAGE' TO 
SPEECH AND AP GAVE PARTIAL COVERAGE IN U S TO THESE REMARKS. 

AVANA NEWSPAPERS CARRIED COMMENTS RE STATEMENTS MADE BY 

NO CASTRO. BUREAU ADVISED BY CABLE MARCH 7 THAT CASTRO 
HAD PUBLICLY STATED COUNTER REVOLUTIONARIES PURCHASING ARMS IN 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau , it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau* s cryptographic systems . 
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CODE 
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URGENT (TIA LEASED WIRE) 


TO LEGAL ATTACHE HAVANA 
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Qy; y y ,v ^ T 5 :; f“ CON ta weo 

‘■‘Into • 


rs bass curl. oh drew pursue *s 

CAST MARCH TWENTYNINE , LAST , HE REPORTED 

?052!A j?r<W SPEECH STATING QUOTE WHILE WS ABE DOING GREAT 

THINGS IN LATIN AMERICA, WE HAVE TO REMEMBER THAT OUR GREAT FRIEND, 
THE UNITED STATES, IS ENGAGED IN A DEADLY STRUGGLE WITH RUSSIA . 

IT IS A STRUGGLE TOR DEMOCRACY AND WE HAVE TO SUPPORT THE UNITED 
STATES. W*> QUOTE CASTRO ALLEGEDLY REPLIED QUOTE I HATE TO DIFFER 

-t <\> 051 

W$TH WY MnoRED FRIEND FROM COSTA RICA BUT LATIN AMERICANS SHOULD 



UmXED UP IN THIS DISPUTE. IF THERE SHOULD BE WAS BETWEEN 


tOjL 


O - 

THE UNITED STATES, CUBA WOULD REMAIN NEUTRAL. END QUOTE 


HEATED' MOST AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS DID NOT PUBLISH THIS 


INFORMATION. SUCAB FACTS ME THESE ALLEGED STATEMENTS. 


o 


REC- 58 l t> r / 

1 - Foreign Liaison Unit ( detached ) 


/ n 


y- 


a -nr: 


SLag ~1 


NOTE: 



* * — r. g fC/ ^-icoo B Y M, 

as apr i R vcy y 
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to have failed in ni£^reGentr>Bimt to Cuba to convince Castro that nr 
Castro 1 s movement is supporting irresponsible go mmS^fSlJSigr Q up&. U / f 
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Larch 4, 1959 

Director, FBI (409-43 8 ") ' " 
Legat, Mexico (109-70) 


Subject: 
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ilAI IS&S - CUBA 




ENCLOSURES. ~" 


\ 


^^Snc^jsetMi^ewitb are six copies of the report 
of SA tfMHffM 3/4/59, at Mexico City in ] 

captioned matter, together with six copies of a letterhead jQ (1 — 
memorandum reflecting the evaluation of sources utilized 
therein. 

REFERENCES 

Bulet to Havana dated 1/29/59. 

ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 


t i 



Careful consideration has been given to the<^j 
sources concealed and T symbols were utilized in the /Cf1-/£-£ld, 
report only in those instances where the identities^fli * f* 


the sources must be concealed. 


(by- Bureau tiop- 430 ) (Enc. }%) 
l - Mexico 
GFMtmar 
(5) 
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Date of Activ- 
ity and/or description 
Of Information 


Agent 
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MEXICO CITY 


t^ub^^/9/59 

LEADS 


2/25/59 S 



At Mexico, D. F. 

fori, 11 continue to follow and report matters of 
Interest witM respl45t to Cuban activities in Mexico relating 
to the stability of other Latin American countrios. 

Will report further information developed regarding 
the association between the NPPR leaders in Mexipo and the 
CASTRO government in Cuba. 


| #*» ■; 


Extra copies of the enclosed report and letterhead 
memorandum, ps well as instant cover lett^^>P^ heing furnished 
to the Bureau for transmittal to Legat, Havana, and the NYO 
for information. 


This report is bein 
as information utilized fromJ 
that classification^^) ^ 
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assified "S^ret" inasmuch 
lln the enclosed report carried' 
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POTENTIAL POLITICAL RAMIFICATIONS IN 

LATIN AMERICA AS RESULT OF CUBAN REVOLUTION 


As result of successful overthrow of Batista regime 
in Cuba on 1/1/59 , Fidel Castro, Cuban revolutionary leader, has 
emerged as a self-appointed leader of the masses in Latin America , 

Sts obvious fanaticism points strongly to possibility that he aai 
have dreams of leadership in Latin America, along lines of _ 
recent moves in Middle East, to use the impetus of the Cuban 
revolution as a motivating force in precipitating agitation in I /( 
other Latin American countries and thereby welding together a l '~ > 
sphere of influence in that area in which he would be the predominati 
force . This theory is strengthened by Castro r s recent visit to 
Venezuela as part of celebration of first anniversary of successful 
overthrow of dictatorial regime in that country as well as his 
reported statement before a press conference 1/22/59, reporte^in 
n El Mundo" ( a Havana newspaper ) that he was an admirer of^EEBl L r i 


an( 


*a v or ec 


'■e oj 


Tationalist Party of Puerto Rico) 
Puerto Ricom 


Trend evidenced here points to possibility that Castro 
may attempt to act as crusader against dictatorial and military 
governments in Latin America, using as issues fact that such 
governments represent "vested interests, ” suppress civil liberties, 
use ” strong arm” tactics and do not represent n the people In 
any such crusade the Castro bloc oould be anticipated to include 
Cuba, Venezuela and possibly Costa Rica aligned against Dominican 
Republic, Haiti and Nicaragua based on following analysis . 
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Gabon eat tors, pim should promptly oubait tho information 
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Director, FBI 

Re: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - 

Bufile 109-12-210 
Rio 109-110 


CUBA 


No dissemination has been made of the contents of 
this letter inasmuch, as the activities of the delegation were 
covered by the local press* 

An extra copy of this communication has been prepared 
for Legat, Havana. 

This case is being continued in a Pending status 
inasmuch as the activities of the Cuban delegation in Uruguay 
and Brazil are still to be reported. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 4prj2 if?, 2959 
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r ) My memorandum. 3/30/59 recommended that in 
connection with scheduled visit of FideT^GflStro . Prime 
Minister of Cuba, to the United States (now scheduled t 
te g in 4/15/59 7, we prepare and disseminate on a high level 
a concise summary of current Cuban developments. This 
was approved. 

Attached is a memorandum setting forth 
up-to-date highlights of the Cuban situation as received 
from our sources. If approved, it is planned to 

I disseminate this memorandum on 4/l ?/ 59 to Vice President 
Nixon , under Secretary of fftafle' ffertgr. the Atta r 1 
tfuT white Bouse . the ' 
the ifiTTtaryagencie 

mm* m ***** * 

ACTION: 


W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 
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That the attached memorandum be approved. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


OBJECT 



DIRECTOR, FBI (64-30637) 


SAC, MIAMI (109-1) 




- CUBA 


ReBuairtel 2/27/59- 

Enclosed are nine copies of a letterhead 
memorandum entitled: "CUBAN POLITICAI^CTIVITIES" , 

based u pon information furnished by JBHVwho Is 
4/EKEt in that letterhead memorandum. 

also furnished considerable 
information which is being reported separately in 
a new case entitled: "DEPARTMENT OF LOQISTICS, 

NATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY POLICE, MINISTRY OF NATIONAL 
DEFENSE, REPUBLIC OF CUBA - FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTER 
CUBA" . 
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Information subsequently furnished by 
MPwili be reported in accordance with the 
subject matter. 


Special Agent 
orally acknowledged to 
by tne Bureau of his le 
• ~essed on behalf of the Bureau, 
cooperation. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
f ile ;\ o 


l 


Miami , Florida 


Re: CUBAN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 


On February 23, 1 959 jVHHHI who has 
furnished insufficient information to enable his 
reliability to be evaluated, but who Is in contact 
with well-informed Indi. 



for a select group of individualsV^P|^PP^aI3" that 
OUEVARA is a recognized Commuhisi who was one of the 
military leaders in the July 26 Revolutionary Move- 
ment, under the command of FIDEL 'CASTRO. 


bn 


enemy of the Urji 
reported that 


advised that GUEVARA is an ardent 



__ jsaid that, in his lopinion. Communism 
rising slowly but surely in Cuba under the CASTRO 
me. 


On February 23, 1959, reported that 
Cuba is now suffering from lack or leadership, administra- 
tion, and direction. He said that the problems relating 
to Communism, economic conditions and unemployment 
are steadily rising and that the Cuban businessman has 
become greatly concerned over the future of Cuba, 


He stated that the four divisions of political 

— 1 - s S S .V , r . /y 


im&eexm 





AGISCt - 




o7M 

ost k e 






109-1 


power in Cuba are now aa follows: 

1. The July 26 Revolutionary Movement, under 
FIDEL CASTRO. 

under the 


3. The Autentico Party, under the leader- 
ship of CARLOS PRIO SOC ARRAS, former 
president of Cuba. 

4. The career people who served during the 
BATISTA regime, and the preceding regimes 
who have been displaced by FIDEL CASTRO 
with persons of no ability. 


1.-7 C 

D 1 ' 


I said that opposition to CASTRO is 
increasing on the part of Individuals in groups 2, 3> 

and 4 . 

On February 23, 1959>^flBMfcstated that the 
CASTRO regime suspects that CARLOS PRIO i s the financia l 
.backer of a new moysaient , report e dl; 

i s suspecteS^tna^^RIO sponsored newspaper articles 
which rec ently appeared in the Miami press, wherein 
pro cl aimed himself as being leader of this 
new movement, alleging that FIDEL CASTRO'S government 
had become anti-American and pro-Communist . 

On February 23> 1 959 , 4HV reported having 
Tied from one of his contacts associated with FIDEL 
CASTRO that CASTRO had made a promise on his honor that 
after the revolution succeeded in Cuba, he would support 
a revolution against the TRU JILLO government in the 
Dominican Republic. fl^HBVs&ld that he has received 
reliable ir-fonaation to the effect that preparations 
are now being made to carry out this promise. 

On February 23, ^-959> VH|Hl advised tn&t 
the followers of FULdSMCIO BATISTA^former President 
of Cu ba, _now_jre siding in Miami, and members of the 
group fHHHHHHHIHHHHHHF 8 -!* 0 how residing 


1,43 



vne 


2 - 


bX 

kfIC 

xm- 





MR 109-1 


in Miami, are Ant engaged in any organized counter- 
revolutionary activity, despite contrary claims of 
the CASTRO government. 

dHHMt stated on March 9 , 1 959 that he had 
learned through personal contact that^miSHP no ^ 
holding organizational meetings and is not purchas ing 
ims and ammunition, as has bee n alleged by the 0 ASTRO 
government, and that 4 ^|HH^and his associates are, 
at least for the present , interested onlv^^maintain- 
ing a safe haven in the SnitedJrtates^(BMBB said that 
It is entirely possible that 4HHJH^fandother anti - 
CASTRO Cuban exiles in the UnTte3H5tates may, at a 
later date, engage inorganized activity against the FXDKfc 
CASTRO government. said that five hundred men ; 

opposed to CASTRO have reportedly gone to the Sierra 
Maestra mountains in Cuba to organize opposition. 

MHIHP said he had also learned, from persons 
connected wrtr^he CASTRO government, that there is .no 
official plan on the ipartofth^C^TRO government at 
the present time to or other anti -CASTS© 

Cubans residing in Miami . J^H^pwas of the opinion, 
however, that reprisals of i^nyslcal character might 
be attempted on them locally by individuals acting 
either with or without official Cuban sanction. 

stated on March 9> 1959 that 4 __ 

is behind the newspaper "Tribuna" , ah anti- 
lSTRO weekly nuh^ftatiQr^geeenti v started in Miami, 


bid 
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It is to 

his wife, 

arles during 
for the BATISTA 
that 1 
in Cu 



that 

\ were accused by finfran revolutlon- 
eing "chi vat os" , or stoolpigeons 
nt. It is alse to be noted 
r is a former newspaper editor 



upported the BATISTA regime. 
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GOVERNMENT 


March JO, 1959 



DATE : 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED / 

HEREIN IS UNCUibiritO i V ^ - 

McGuire 


W.C. Sullivan I ai 


subject: THE- CERAM SITUATION 

& fh L/T/cAJb -jhri si? r ? C US <4 

Fidel Castro, Cuban Prime Minister, has been invited to 
address American Society of Newspaper Editors at annual meeting on 
April If, 1959 » in Washington, D.C. Invitation was extended 
privately and at this point there is no indication from State Depci 
other than statement Castro would be welcomed here, as to whether or 
visit will take on aspect of an official visit with official 
]\ aimed at some sort of rapprochement with Cuba . 



Trot tar 

W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tola. Room 

HoU 



$ 


one of hesitation 
ci rcles . 


Atmosphe re 


not 

conversation 
appears to be 


bit 


and " wait and see " in both Cuban and U.S. Government 


y 


Data developed by Bureau is 
dissemination on daily basis to other 
to over-all picture and evaluation of 
to do this . 


being afforded widespread 
government agencies to contribute 
Cuban situation . We will continue 


n 


The n Washington Daily News,* 3~3G—59» reports hope of several 


Vice President 

heart-to-heart chat with him indicating it 
U.S. to snub Castro. News report indicates 

toward visit and want Castro's official 


S 

Q 

X 

z 


Latin American diplomats that during Castro's visit 
Richard M. Nixon will have 
would be grave mistake for 
some U.S. high officials are cool 
appointments kept to minimum. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

Irrespective of whether or not Nixon meets with 
to issue on 4 - 13-59 cl concise memorandum summarizing Cubai 
\Nixon - Un?u>-r Secretary of State Herter, the White House X 

I the State Department and the military agenl 

semination will be designed to afford a readable synopsis of s j 
and 4-13-59 date has been selected to enable presentation of a timely and-s 
up-to-date picture of situation , devoid of conflicting rumors insofar as 
possible. Of course we will follow up with similar dissemination 
there are significant developments subsequent to that date. 
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URGENT 4-14-59 


TO DIRECTOR 


DECODED COPY 


W Cablegram 


FROM LEGAT, HAVANA NO. 660 

FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS -CUBA. IN VIEW OF FIDEL CASTRO’S 
TRIP TO THE UNITED STATES AND UNSETTLED POLITICAL SITUATION 
HERE, TWS OFFICE TAKING ALL NECESSARY MEASURES TO PROTECT 
PROPERTY AND PERSONNEL. 
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FISST LESSON 


i* - SMLIMMU mLMmsm MmzmmsmM * 

Political economy is a part of the studies of the 
social sciences* It studies the laws of the social production 
and of the distribution of the material goods in the various 
phases of human society • 

The basis on which the life of society rests is the 
material production • 

In order to live human beings need food, clothing , 
houses, etc.p and in order to obtain these goods they must 
produce them, and in order to produce them, they must work then. 

Human beings do not produce the material goods + 
singly or individually, but together with others, in groups 
and tn companies • Thsrsfors, ths prsduotion is always and 
under any conditions a social production and the work a ooetal 
activity or a ooetal individual • 


The work is the aetivtty of the human being directed 


to one end, through whteh he trane forme and adapts ths sbjsots 
of nature for the satisfaction of his necessities, Ths wsrk 
is a natural exigency, an unavoidable condition tn life} 
without work there ts no life. 

The objects of the work are ae follows i That 
whteh the work of won Sometimes they are directly 

offered by nature, such as twees, minerals, sto, then they 
are primarily submitted to the action of work, they are called 
primary materials, sueh as ths mineral for the fabrication 
of dowel pine, the thread for the manufacture of fabrics, ste* 

The moans of work are those means which man usee 
in order tft operate on the objects of work and to convert 
or transform them; the tools are ths best example of moano 
of work. The degree of development of the instruments of 
production indicates the power of oeeioty over nature • 


The power of work is ths physical and opirttual 
capacity of the human being which permits the production of 


the material goods. 


f SLA TED BT: 


April 32, 1959 
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The inatruusnts ef production^ with whioh the 
material goods are obtained , and the human beings whioh use 
these instruments and effect the production of material goods 
thanks to a certain productive experience and their hahtts 
for the work., form the productive forcee of eociety. The 
fundamental productive force of ft u Ran society , in all stages 
of its development, is represented by the working masses . 


The determined social relations which human beings 
have during the process ef production of material goods form 
the relation* of production, . 


The relations of production comprise} a) the forms 
of ownership of the means ef production t b) the positions 
which as a consequence of this (pocupp ? the different social 
groups^fn the production and the mutual relation between 
the uf c) the forms of distribution of the products, derived 
from the ownership of ths means of production and position 
which men occupy in it. 


Ths character ef ths relations of production depends 
on to whom the means of production belong (the soil, ths 
forests, the waters, the subsoil, ths primary materials, 
ths instruments of production, ths buildings in which prcductien 
takes place, ths ways and means cf communication , etc,), 
whether they are property cf certain individuals, soctal 
groups or classes whs use these means to exploit ths workers, 
or whether they belong to ths society which aims at ths 
satisfaction of ths material and cultural necessities cf the 
popular masses. The stats ef ths relations of production 
indicates hew ths means ef production are distributed among 
ths uemhers of society and , consequently, ths material goods 
which mam produces. Ths form of ths ownership of the m sans 
ef prcductien is, therefore, ths determining factor in the 
relations of production . 


Ths relations of production determine, in their 
turn, ths corresponding relations of distribution . Ths 
d tetri butiCH constitutes the btMdtng knot between production 
ahd consumption. 

In the social formation* in which Mercantile prcductien 
is a governing factor, the die trt but ion of the material geede 
tc effected through the exchange ef goods. 

Production, distribution, exohangs and consumption 
constitute a unity in i eft f oft production is ths determining 


factor. In their turn , the determined forme of distribution , 
the exchange and the aoneunption , actively influence production, 
cumulating er benumbing if development . 

Political economy studies the social aspect of 
production, the social relations of production, all the 
economic relatione between men. "Political economy does not 
in any way occupy itself with the * production , ' but with the 
social relations of men in production, with the social regime 
of production.” 

The productive forces constitute the most dynamic 
and revolutionary element of the production. The development 
of the production bogtne with exchanges within ths productive 
fereee, and, principally with fridyM^congruent exchangee take 
place within the field of the relations of preduett on among 
if*, developing theneelvee in accordance with the pregreee 
of the productive foroee, exercising over them an active 
influence. 


Political economy is a > historic science. It 
discusses the material production under its historically 
dstermimed social form , ifk own economic laws of tho cor- 
responding of production . 

Political economy ” investigafs , above all, tho 
opoetfie laws of each phase of tho development of production 
and exchange, and only after having realised this investigation, 
can formulate some truly general laws, applicable to the 
production and exchange in their entirety.” 

Political economy etudteo tho following fundamental 
types of tho relations of production, known to historyt tho 
regime of the primitive community, tho olavo oyotem, feudalism, 
capitalism and eeeialtsm. The primitive community to the 
eecial regime existing before theexttt&is. of tho alas see. Tho 
slave system , feudalism and capitalism represent various forms 
of society based on the subjugation and exploitation of the 
working masses. Socialism is ths scctal rsgime in which the 
explettmtion of mam by am is unknown. 

Consequently, political economy to tho octenoo of 
tho development of the social relations ef productions that 
ie to say, ef ths seomemte relations between mem, explaining 
the la tee which govern tho production and distribution of 
the material geede in human society, and at length the different 
phases ef its development. 


3 - 




* 


Political economy doe* not study abstract problems, 
situated on the margin of life , but the most genuine and 
burning problems which affect the vital interests of the 
pecwe*,.tf society and of the classes . Is the downfall of 
capitalism and the triumph of the socialist sconomic systsm 
iW&titbfclb? Are the tntereete of oapttaliom incompatible 
with tho intoreste of socioty and the progroeo of humanity P 
Bos tho workers * olaso the mission of burying capitaliom and 
of liberating society from tho oapitaliet yokoP Tho different 
economists give various anoworo to all of those quootione 
and similar ones , according to tho into roots of tho olass 
which they reflect . Ter this reason , precisely, a united 
political economy does not exist, common to all classes ef 
society, but different onset the bourgeois political oo enemy, 
that of tho proletariat and ttJtt of tho middle classes^ and 
tho petty bourgeois political economy. 

Therefore, theme economists are mistaken who affirm 
that political economy is a neutral ooienco, situated at the 
matg in of the parties, which haste nothing to do with the 
elans struggle within society and alec deco not maintain 
contact, or secretly, with any political economy* 

SECOND LESSON 

£& Mm. mi I*PQ,rtM9i. &L Mi Mate ti£M 

In tho first lesson wo dealt with political economy 
and within its province we have to study the different types 
ef the relatione of production. 

In order to comprehend those vartoue typee of relations 
of production better y we present in the following a much simpler 
picture, tat in which wo can place tho vartoue states which 
have existed and a re direetly related with the ro let tens ef 

production. 

Primitive community: Common ownership of the 

meats of production. The division of society in social 
classes doss not exist. 

Slavs system : The first historical form ef expleitattem 

and the most brutal one / ft began four thousand years or two 
theusisnd years before our ora and reached its highest development 
in Some in tho period which tho second century before 

our era up io the second century of cur tiwut • 


« 4 • 


feudal regime t The feudal regime existed in one 
way or another in almost all countries and tetri/bdez periods 
and succeeded in prolonging itself in oountries until the 
end Of the nineteenth century . 

Capitalist regime t The capitalist way of production 
which fcllowo tho method of feudal production , ie booed upon 
tho exploitation of the paid workers 1 class by the class of 
the capitalists • 

t Socialist regime: This io the moat advanced oyotem 

in the relatione of production known until thto moment to 
attempt tho elimination of the social claeooo and tho exploitation 
of man by man, eliminating prtvate\ property and 
preduett on. 



The relatione of production determine the character 
and the state of the productive forces • 

In the system of tho primitive community, the basis 
of- the relatione of production io the common ownership of 
tho moans of production in congruence wtth the character of 
tho productive forces of thto period , The working tools 
wore, in tho primitive society/ so rUde that they did mot 
permit man to face alone the forces of nature and wild animals, 
MAMX wrote # "This primitive type of eolleotive or cooperative 
production »##, of eouroo. tho result \of tho debility of the 
isolated individual, and not of tho socialisation of tho uoano 
of production 

This necessitated collective work, common ownership 
cf tho land and other moans of production and likowtoo of the 
products of work, Tho primitive man did not have tho faintest 
idea about private ownership of tho moans of production. 

Only some instruments of production whioh served 
him to defend himself against wild beasts, were hie personal 
and were utilised by various individuals of the 


£ 



The work of the primitive man did not create anything 
excess ive after having covered the meet elemental necessities 
§f ltfc$ that te to say, no eurpreduot woe ehem » 

Thve it can be explained that in the primitive 
society no classes could exist and the exploitation of man 
by non was unknown , 

The fundamental economic law of the regime of the 
primitive community aimed at oecuring the vitally neceeoary 
memo of existence for the human betnge, with the aid of rude 
toolo of production , on the baoie of collective ownership, 
of the me one of production and through common work and equal 
diotributton of the produeto , 

M&. M&telMM&i isa^sX. JtezM 
*.*f ... MSShmiM. SUM 

kith the tranottton to cattle breeding and agrt» 
culture , the social division of work arose, and the variouc 
communities, above all , and then different individuals in 
them began to dedicate theme el vee to various typos of produet ivo 
activities , Tho first big social division of the work woo 
the Segregation of tho triboo of shepherds, The tribes of 
shepherds mads noticeable progress in cattle breeding , 

They learned te take care of the cattle in such 
a way that this care permitted them to gain more meats mere 
wool and mere milk , Thte social division of the works the 
first important ones earned an tncreace of the work production 
whtch woo sufficiently for that thus, Tims passed 

without that tho primitive oommuntty showed any desire for 
exchange because the entire production was obtained and con- 
sumed in common. 


&mam (•*<>) 

The productive. for oss of tho primitive society 
were in m extraordinary lew stage of development . fill* 
impeetd the necessity of collective works common ownership 
of the memo of production and an equal distribution, Onder 
the s ye ten of the primitive community no unequal patrimony 
existed and there were me olasseo and the exploitation ef man 
by man woe unknown. The social ownership , of the steams of 




production was of footed within narrow Units ; the property 
of relatively email communities which were more or less 
isolated from each other , existed . 

The fundamental economic law of the system of the 
primitive community aimed at the acquisition of 
necessary means of existence of the human beings, witnthe 
aid of rude tools of production, on ths basis of eolleeti vo 
ownership of tho moans of production and through common work 
and oqual distribution of tho produots • 

Tho human boingo, working togothor, oxooutsd during 
a long period of timo a homogeneous work. Ths gradual perfoetton 
of the toole of production affected the natural division of 
the work based upon eex and age • then the tools of production 
audthe way of pt/mAlng the means of maintenance were more 
perfected and the development of eattle breeding and agri* 
culture proceeded, the social division of tho work and the 
exchange, private ownership and unequal patrimony, tho division 
of Society into classes and the exploitation of ww by man 
besoms apparent • In this way the growing productive forces 
entered into contradiction with tho relatione of production 
and consequently tho system of the primitive community made 
ro&m for another type of relatione of the primitive community 
ami to another type of relatione of production,' that is to 
•my, to the system of slavery • 

TSIBJD LISSOM 



Slav ery is the first historical form of exploitation 
and the imav/t/tfall, It existed in the past in almost all 
peoples , 


The transition fron tho regime of the primitive 
community to the system of slavery was effected, for the ft ret 
time An history, in the ceuntrtee of tho undent Orient , 

Tewwtym thousand years B.C, the system of slavery of production 
*• * effective in Mesopotamia, Egypt, India and China . In 
the first millenium before the present eras **(« system of 
production oxiotod in Trans eaueaota and from tho eighth and 
mponth- eoutury Wafers our ora to the fifth and sixth century 
Of emr chronology a strong otato slavery oxiotod in Jordan , 

Tho acquired culture of the slave countries of the ancient 
Orient exercised a great influence upon the development of the 
peoples of Mur ope. 
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In frooao, tha iIsm ay art am af production flouriohad 
lm tha fifth mod faurth oanturia a bafara aur ara* Lmtar, 
olaoary unfoldad ttaalf Imtha ataUa af Jala Mtmmr and ia 

; i®ik (&***$ 11 * * ********* Mi*** 


i **#*> 


durimg th* 


■fib ^amjhdmtmJf ' j 

IF* ■* 


X* It a bagimmtmga alaoary had a domaatta eharaatarf 
$* mao patriaphol, Tha mamba r af alaoaa ma ralattoaly 
opmll. Thair mart did mat oenatituta Ida baa la af tha pro* 
duation, aaaap t that it ployad a aaoomdary part ia aaamamy, 
tkla ma mma l» ardor to aatiafy ma aaaaaatttaa af tha 
groat patriarchal family which hardly tarn* raaauraa to 

tha pawar af tha matar auar kta alaaaa warn tkua 
umltmltad, although tha ftald af ma motion af thair mart 
had mot baa* daaalapad aa yat • 

tha daaalapmmt af tha aootal dial at am af tha marh 
omd a**hamga aaruad aa a boat a far ma tramalttam frdk tha 
«m wmt ta tha alaaa a yat am af tha tmaraaaa af tha pradmatlva 


With tha trmattiam from tha atawa Imatrumamta ta 
matgl taola, tha maaauraa af human marh mart aonsldarahly 
wida mad. I ha Imaamttam af *ha farga ba llama par m$ ttad tha 


f tram Imatrumamta af an umtil-mow-mbnam * 
datura af tram oraotad tha paaalHlity af /i 
elaamlmg tha grampda af tha umdargramth ah* 
it marha, *i* plom mtth am tram pdamahmra p 
mttam af ralmttaaly aatandad ftalda • tha p 
mam upan tha humt ylaldad tta plaa a ta a$im 
a braadtmg. Xm aammaattam with thaaa, tha a 
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to guard tho cattle, Gradually, 

<9 porfootod 0 1ho preparation of 
\mA amknw itfiiwiM B fliii » ummA hd » 

••Hi" ant «ipi 





titvf ; xoparatodfrou agrteul turo, 

Thio mo tho toe out I Mg divioion o f t ho work, 
bifurcation of mo production into two big 
“ branohoo, agriculture ami tho orafto, now 
mao iirootlg ioottnod for tho exchange* mi- 

in a ruitnontary firm, Tho 
Of tho productivity of work oauooi am tnoroaoo 
quantity of ourproiuoto, mking tho ooouwulotton 
to tho hanio of tho minority of tho oooioty 
and, on tho baale of it, thuo mo mjortty of 
ro woo trampled upon by tho exploiting minority 
war boro worm oomoortoi into olavoo, 

Tho proolamry ooonomy woo, fundamentally , a 

it to called a natural ooonomy booauoo 
, of mo work worn oonoumoi by mo oam 
I vidualo which produced thorn. Pm ltkewtoo tho exchange 
being developed. At ft rot mo arttoano worked upon 
but labor they produced in order to nil motr 
produoto on the market. Pony of then continued, for a 

, tine, to own email true to of land whim thoy onltimtod 
.0dmr to find their own noaoootttoo, Bnotoally, tho 
ire mtntatnod a natural mommy* ' bomver, they bad to 
a part of their promote on Oho onrkot for money, 

led to it that a part of me produeto' of me 
‘ of mo farmed: me by and by 

9di 

Uerohandioo to tho product whim to not directly 
I for tho oonoumr, but for mo exchange* fur tho 
■myt: mrkobm Wm promotion of ortioloo for mo 
inotttutoo the eharootortotie footuro of me 
Pomtmrn-Mm separation gf the 





otnoo mo exchange extended' and converted ttmelf into 
o^mmlemnemom, b y and by m narahandioo too* detanked ttmelf 
Whim rno people roeoimd with greet ploaourotn exchange for 


- 9 • 


som other, 27iu# money wee born . Ik# money io the universal 
merchandise which i serves for the evaluation of all the othoro 
and which acto an an intermediary in exchange operational 

The prog re too of the erefto and of **♦ exchange 
contributed to the creation of the ait too In the re no teat 
antiquity, to the advent of the clave agate n of production • 

At first , the etty did not distinguish itaolf greatly from 
the village t however , gradually the erafta and the commerce 
wore concentrated tn it • The city progressively dtatinguiahod 
itaolf from the village by the character of the oeeupationa 
of ite inhabitants and by its way of living • In thia manner 
the proeeoa of the a e pa rati on of the etty and the country 
began in oppoottton to each other • 

In thOneaaure tn whiem the quantity of nerohandioo 
placed on the market inereaaed , aloo the territorial Unite 
Of the latter became extended • The tradera appeared who , 
moved by their anxiety to make pro fit a, cold their nerohandioo 
to the producers tn order to bring them on the market , which 
woo at tinea far removed from the place of production, and 
to cell them to the oonsumsrs. 

The increase of the production end exehenge eon- 
otderabl y intensified the patrimonial unequal it too . The 
money , the labor profits, the tnotrumonto of production end 
the ooodo wore accumulated tn the hando of the rich. The 
poor people wore more and more obligated to go to thorn ask- 
ing far a loam , meetly in kind 9 but aloe, at times, they 
gam money on credit, subduing their debtors $ and if the 
lccttcr did net pay # they reduced than tc slavery and de- 
prived them of their lands* Thus usury srtgtnatsd whioh 
sent ribu tod to the greater enrichment of some people and 
to the economic subjugation of <the ro • In this manner 
private ownership was extended to t&« load. It began to 
be acid and mortgaged, The State arose to subdue the 
expleited majority, la the interest of the exploiting 
minority. 

The slaver * state played an important role in the 
fevol epmont and cornering of the relatione of production of 
Ifkir society based on slavery. It maintained masses of 
"Wjamo. subject to obedience and ouaeoodod la converting 
itself into a wide apparatus of domination and violence 
agatnet the pepulcr maecee. The democracy ef cnetemt droeee 
and Berne which the beurgeeie historians connect ee olesely, 
woe, tn reality, o democracy ef preelavery. 
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Tho relations of production of the slave? y 
society to* based upon the omershtp of the olavohhlddvss 
net only ef the means of product ton hut also of the workers, 
the suites. She slave was considered as an object and his 
m *flUl dispose of htn at will and without limitations* 

The sldwbe were net only exploited, but also bought and 
sold like wild animals, and the master could aloe kill them 
when ho liked it . If in the period of patriarchal slavery 
the slave was considered as a member of tho family, undor 
tho ola vo eye tom ef production he did not receive any eon* 
side rat ton due to a human being, 

"She slave did met sell hie labor strengths to 
tho slaveholder just a bull does mot coll hie work to 

the farmer. The slave is sold once for all and always with 
his labor strength to hie master The work of tho elavo 
hem an openly coercive eharaetor. Be was forced to work 
with a sm$p and his slightest ooor sights wsrs punished 
with sever* psnaltttss. Us was brandsd tn or dor to rs- 
saptmro him sastly if hs had flod. Many pornanontly oarrtod 
am' iron cellar on which the name of masters was inscribed. 
Tho slave production was aecompaniod by an increase of the 
demands for claves. In enough oountrtos tt was customary 
that the slaves had families. The rapaoteus exploitation 
Of tho olavoo lod to thoir rapid phyoioal oxhauotions tho 
eomtmgont of olavoo had to bo made up at every oUp. Am 
important oouroo of oupply of now olavoo woo war. The 
clave states ef tho. ancient Orient wsrs engaged in ssnstant 
wars, for the purpose of subduing ether peoples by feres, 
tho hiotory of Orosco relates to us continuous wars between 
**• different states (cities), between the capitals and the 
colonies, between the Brook and Oriental States. Bens, on 
her part, never abetatned free making war, and, tn *fc« period 
ef her apegee, brought under her rule the major part of the 
territeriee which were known at that time. Slaeery was the 
roeerved let, net only for the prieenere ef war, hut alee 
ft* an impertant part of the population of tho conquered 
lands. 

Another source for the eoquteition ef nlavee were 
the provineoe and ooleniee. From here the "living nerehamdiee" 
oonpeoed ef the olavoo warn sent to the olaveheldere together 
wi^ other geode. The clave trade was ens sf the west lucrative 
am fleurtshtng branches sf the economic metivitioe. Special 
centers were created for tho clave trade and for this purpose 
markets were organised to which the merchants earns and buyers 
from far-away count rioo. 
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The slave method of production brought f&n f/ct- eoemomio 
possibilities to the development of the productive fereee them 
Me system of the primitive community. The grout number of 
sieves concentrated in the hands sf the State and thp slave- 
' haldere permitted the employment on a gouge* tealefmo otnplo 
Of the mrk*'- In Ohio manner aroeo tfct gtgantie 
one in antiquity by the peoples ef China, India,, 
9pgpt, Italy, Creooe , Trane oauoaeia. Central Asia, irrigation 
eyhteme, highways , works?**/ fortifications and cultural 
monument o. 

The social division of labor , developed in this 
eppeh, changed into the specialisation of agricultural and 
artiean production and created the eonditens necessary for 
the productivity of labor . 

In Qreeoo, the verb ef the slaves me used in 
vast proportions » H H r the artisan production, Croat work- 
phope arooe/in*eaoh of them worked several dees me ef slaves, 
u tm-meeh of the slave o me also used in the oenetruotien 
branch and in the iron, silver and geld nines , In Mens 
the mrk ef the slaves for agriculture mas used in greet 


proportions . The Meman nobility peeeeeeed largo tracts of 
10md, the m latifundte , * in which hundrodo and thousands of 
slaves war bed, Thses * latifundta " were formed through the 
usurpation of the lands ef the farmers and public territories 
belonging to Mo otato. 

The depreciation of Me work of Mo olavoo and the 
use ef Me profits of Mo oinplo e eegmea tien permitted the 
slave * latifundta ** to produce wheat aed other agricultural 
pro duets with lees expense then Me snail developments of 
the free farmers. The emll farmers mere disposes ecuf/their 
lands, thrown into slavery er jetned the ranks ef Me peer 
Oft "the urban population/ the proletariat in rage. 

The c on/orjeeppga it ten between city and country 
which had emerged during the transition from the system ef 
wm primitiet community be the slave system, me were and 
tefenad. . to Mg' cities became centers ef eseuvuhation 
dMto^m^oMerid nebil ity, of the merchants, usurers 
ei$d functionaries ef Me slave, state, dedicated to the ■ 
off) taitdtieu ef the great meases * ef the rural population. 

Thanhs to the work of Me slams, the ancient 
weald reached a considerable degree ef eeeneuie good 
cultural progress. Borneo r. Me slave eyeten me unable to 
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•//•r theee «®w*4*i**» i*Ai«A «r« NM«Mr; /or a eeneible 
development of /technique . 

The far-reaching enpleyi w«t «/ Mi# eervtle 
h**dm*rk exempted to* mhwn /r#» «*y physical work 

which they unloaded completely on the mlo olavao. 7fc« 
ilaiNrft*!**?# looked with 4&ktfhm<'upon physical labor/ 
than oaw in it a^unwerthy occupation of tho froo nan, and 
carried on tho lift of parasites, Sver-inoreaetng maooto 
of tho froo population abandonod any production activity, 
and accordingly olaoory developed ttoolf . 

Only a portion of tho slaveholders* ninortty and 
the root of the froo population occupied tyz6sc£p&s with 
public affaire, tho cultivation of tho ooionooo and arte 
chick considerably developed . the clave ry oyotom created 
the opposition between the ph ye teal work and the intellectual 
work, the OfiipcrifixILi ozn oaf thm hwo . 

V 

In view of tho feet that the ownership cf tho land 
worn concentrated t» their hando, tho otato of the olavoholdoro 
impoeed enormous tribute o upon tho pomomoto, forced then to 
ammouto different olooooo of lending oorviooo end, thereby, 
embjoetod the come forme ro to the eubjugntten like the clave . 
IB# farnere continued to bo mwboro of the eemnunity, but 
tho concentration of the lands in the hando of the clave 
otato woo the cause that it woo only a oolid base for 
oriental despotism/ that to to oay.of the autocratic and 
Uplintted power of tho doopetio monarch. In tho clove 
oountrioo of the Orient, the eoeerdetal aristocracy ployed 
on eatrenely important role. The great estates belonging 
to tho tenploo rooted on the work of tho olovoot 

Tho fundamental ooononto law of the clave oyotom 
dopondo upon tho production of ourproduoto for the parasitical 
ecnounptton cf the olavchcldcro, through the ruin and en- 
clave mnt of tho farmers end ortioono and tho ooocuoot of 
other oountrioo and tho eubjugatien of their peoples. 

*4 - 

If the debtor eould not pay to the moony lender, 

* Bg **• fttkid to abandon his land -and cell himself and hie 
: katldraa ints slavery. At ttnoe, under any pretoot, tho 
gmm'mkd ■ ,#«•*# snatched away from rural communities morn 
of mo%* 4 ftoMo and pastures. 

Thus tho emnorohtp of M# land, tho wealth® in 
nonoy and groat moooo of elavoo wore concentrated in the 



hand* of tho rich slaveholders * Howsver, tho omall rural 
oetatoo mere and moro sank into ruin, »M1# tho olaoo 
ooonony bo cams snlargsd and strengthened extending to all 
branahoo of tho production* - y 

Tho constant growth of tho production and y with 
tty of tho production of labor , increased •too value of tho 
labor force of tho individual/ slavery, still in a primary 
and sporadic stage in tho former condition , oo averted itself 
into an essential element of tho oootal oy stent the slaves 
became oimplo auxiliary forooo and they were breught in by 
tho doeono to work in tho fioldo or in tho shops. Tho work 
of tho olavoo booamo the baoio for tho oxiotonoo of ooototy . 
Tmtopltt into two big antagonistic classes i that of tho 
olavoo and that of slaveholders • 

Thus the slave method of production i so* formed . 

Under tho clave eye tom the population wan divided into free 
individuals and slaves * The first enjoyed all tfc# patrimonial 
civic and political righto (tho woman who aaeoptod who with 
reepset to her com situation, wan a slave in fact)* The 
olavoo lacked all those righto and did not have any aecsoo 
to tho society of free individuals . These, tn their turn, 
wore divided into tho olaoo of the big landowners who wore 
at ids earns time big slaveholders and into tho olaoo of tho 
email producers (farmers and artisans .among those jgf!S& 
sdJtml had suitable clothing and also had recourse to the 
work of tho olavoo and oeouptod the posit ton of slaveholder) . 

Tho priests^ whoso inpertanoo woo groat during tho epoch cf 
slavery, because of their condition, belonged to tho close of 
the big landowners having olavoo . Jointly with the con- 
tradictions of dans between olavoo and slaveholders, a 
contradiction of cl&oo existed among tho groat landowners 
end tho peasants* However, during tho development of tho 
Slave system, tho work of tho slaves, because It mi very 
cheap* was expanding over tho majority of t*« production 
branches, converting ttoolf Into o baoio of tho earns, and 
tho contradiction botmon tho olavoo and t»# slaveholders 
constituted tho fundamental contradiction of ooototy* 

SSmi division of sooioty Into classes necessitated 
tho apparition of tho Shots « With tho increase of the 
social division of labor and exchange, the pdfa pd m and tribes ^ 
brought nearer to each ether and they formed groups. Tho 
ehoMdtor of tho tribal institutions changed, the organs 
of tho tribal system loot their popular character little 
by ltttlo. They wore converted into organs of domination 
over tho people, in organs of usurpation and oppression of 



nmighborm. From mo cad military 

*fmo* mud trthmo mrmmm Urn primomm mad 
>i*y 0 obooo oll t rootod mm mofoot mf 
m mm mr thoir groupingo* 

.'It- mm thoir ppWmr far mm dofonmm mf mm 
minority, in ordor to hold off mm 
mmmhoro of moir "pirn id” who worm ruinmd mad to ourh tho 
slant*. Thao mo tho on 4 of tho ormmd dotamhno nto y tho 
tri&nolo and mo organa of ropromoton . 

In thio manor thm porno r of tho otato warn horn . 
whan mo fir at form of mo dtoioton of hho mhmtmty 
olaoooo a room, whom alarm ry appmarmd, Whom a oortain 


mf pooplm, oonoontratod in I* A# taughmat form of 

would produo m o oortain aurplua whioh 
indtopmnodblo for thm niamrablm mmiotmnoo 
Which mat at mnmm into tho handjof thm 
m M whom* in mim my, tho ox t atm moo of thio 
mf m laookoUmro mm conmolidatod mod booauoo it 
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Tho olaoo omommmy purouod , in gmnmral ltmmm $ 
mtnral ooonmny* Ito produoto mim not dootinod far \ 
amhanga fuadamantaVLy, hut ta tho diraot aanaunptian of 
tha mlaumholdmr and hioitmunorahlo paraattaa and am manta, 
Mmvortholoom m osahanga nmquirad gradually omdr mwmr~ 
immroaaimg iaportanaoj mainly during mo mat damalopmd 
pariad of tho olaoo tyotom. In mm ooriom of tho hranahmo 
tifmm produmtion oono of tho produoto mf tho mrh worn 
regularly mold mn tho nor hot f that io ha oay, dm, mtemomm* 
omrtod imho nmrchondiom. Whom tho osohango dooolopod, mo 
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hy tho mmtml mono y. Thm ft rot 
In tho omumtrtmo of thm nmaimnt Prtmnt. 


Already in tfc* third and second millenniums bsfors our ora in 
tkssa eeuntriss ingots of brans s, stlosr and gold circulated. 
The first nontom of thorns metals began to ubo us od from the • 
a motor g bsfors ths prosont ora, Sowever, during tho 
J§§' 'asm'} 9th centuries bsfors out era, Mows alons hussMthe 
eoppSTUOnop, Later, the iron and ooppsr nanism wars replaced 
by thorns of si Ivor and gold . 

Under tho aims ay atom ths monsy was not only a 
moans in ardor to faotlitats ths purohoss and sals of 
msrohan&tee, but it was also oonosrtsd into a noons of 
appropriation of forsign labor , by moans of oonmoros and 
usury . Ths nonsy was inusrtsd for ths purposs of appropriating 
tho overwork and its produet was oonosrtsd tnto capitals that 
to to say, into a naans of exploitation. Tho oonnsroial 
capital and ths usury rs present, historically, tho first 
farms of capital. 


Struggle Qfthe Exploits d People Against tho 

sSim U 


Tho Revolts of ths Slaves. Ths Downfall of ths 
Slavs Syetswu 


Ths history of tho Slavs societies of tho countries 
of ths ameismt Orisnt , Proses , and Mows dsnonstratss how 
during ths dsoslopnsnt of tho clave economy ths olass struggle 
of tOS- oppressed mooses was hstghtensd against their oppressors. 
Ths revolts of tho clause wore melted together with tho 
fight Of the email exploited peasants against ths minority 
of Woo slaveholders, against the big landowners. 


The oontradi etions between tho small producer s 
and the btg landowners, tho nobles, already in an early 
Of development of the slave society, created a 

""vemomt of the free uSn which had as its objectives 
to the slavery for debt, a now distribution 
the suppression of the privileges sf the agrarian 
tteeraay and ths delivery of the pernor into 4 Ba hands of 
people. 



The blows struck from wtthtn wore more and more 
interlaced with those aisled from without. In the Roman 
Empire, the method of slave production reached its highest 
peak. The downfall of the Soman Empire was, at the same 
**# collapse of the slave system in its entirety , 

The slave System node room for the feudal regime. 


FOURTH LESSOR 
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The feudal regime extsted with some modifications 
in almost all the countries. 

The epoch of feudalism embraced a long period. 

In China, the feudal system lasted over two thousand years. 
Baring the period of Occidental Europe, feudalism maintained 
i 4 itself for various years, from the downfall of the 
Soman Empire (fifth century) to the burgees devolutions 
in England (stventomth century) and France (eighteenth century ) / 
in Russia, from the ninth century to the Cemmeet reform of 
of 1861 j in Transeaueadta, from the fourth century to the 
seventh decade of the nineteenth oentury flame ng the peoples 
of Central Asia from the seventh and eighth centuries to the 
victory of the proletarian revolution in Russia, 

The elements of feudalism were created, as stated 
before, within the slave society itself, u®4 (ear the form of 
squatting. The squatters wars obligated to work the land of 
their mooter, the great land owner, and pay him oortain owns 
of money or jm %■ him a considerable part of their harvest and 
to real too different eervieee In their favor. 

In opito of thin, the oquattero were more inter eettdg 
in their work than the elavee because they owned a farm, 

Tkue, 'the mew relations Of production arose mhtoh reached 
their full development during the feudal epoch. 

The lands of labor and the meadows mere distributed 
among the members of the eesmunity in the course of various 
different years. The conquest of the Ronan Empire accelerated 
the disintegration of the tribal regime tmenggthe conquering 
tribes. In order to oonoorvo and otrongthon their power over 
the farmers who were subdued, the great lan<ij>ii>noro found it 
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necessary to reinforce the organ e of the power of the etate . 
f%4 military le adore, leaning upon the tribal nobility and 
fhefr armed f erode, concentrated the power in their gfcooerross 
mod finally became hinge and nonarohs. 

Above the mine of the Roman Empire arooo various 
new etatee, ruled by hinge . The latter genereuely dietrtbuted 
the conquered lande, at first for lifo and later announcing 
hortdttary poeooeoien among tho allied individuals, whe,in 
exchange for this, bound theme elvee to serve in wartime 
under their command. Many of tho lands wore doltvorod into 
tho hands of the churches which wore an important support 
of tho royal power. The land was cultivated by the peasants , 
now obligated to realtee a series of eervioee in favor of 
their now masters. Jnornous extent tone of land were in the 
hands ef the reyal commanders and servants of the orown, 
ohuroh and meneeteriee. The lends assigned under these 
oomditiome were sailed fiefs * from this oemee the name 
feudalism by which tho now social regime to designated. Tho 
gredmml transformation of tho farm landt into tho ownership 
of the feudal lords and the conversion of tho rural masses 
tats servants of tho soil (the proooeo of feudal t cation) was 
operated in Europe for several oenturtee ( since the fifth and 
sixth centuries to the ninth and tenth eenturfee). The free 
peasants wore ruined by the oonetant armed eervioee, the 
plunders and the land eervioee. They solicited the aid of the 
big landjewnere and become dependent on them. Many times they 
mere form’d to deliver themselves he the "patronage" of tho 
feudal lords, the only way the defenseless human beings could 
live in euoh a period of oonetaOt ware and rapaet sue invasions. 

In euoh oases, the eulti voting ferae, the peccant/ had to 
submit to various land eervioee fer the benefit of the lord. 

In ether ease*, the dignitaries and functionaries of this king, 
employing fraud and violence, took poeooeoien of tho lande of 
the free peasants which wore obligated to rooognixo their 
authority. 

feudalism was a nooessary stage in the historical 
development of society . Slavery had exhausted its possibilities. 
Seder tbe&e conditions, the produet ive forces could only 
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continue progressing on the basis of the work of the mass 
$f:'wk$~§ ppendowt peasants, owners of their own lands, and 
'#1 istr imstrunsnts Of production and interested to a certain 
dU0*s<%m their work. 

However, the history of mankind teaches us that 
it is not necessary that every people e Xpert snows all the 
stages of social development . In many peoples*" ‘list ary 
the conditions are arranged tn such a way that certain 
etagee °f development can be avoided tn order to pass 
directly on to a higher phase • 

The church began to appear among the big feudal 
landomemmee* The assignations of the princes , the donations 
and legacies converted it into the earner of big ext one ions 
Of land and the richest farms of that time . 

touring the time of feudalism, the rutal economy 
one predominant and, within it, agriculture, gradually, in 
two mures of several centuries, the methods o f farming 
ware perfected and aggi culture, the culture of feed 
end the graduation of wine and oil wore developed. 

The fans implement*/ during the time of high 
feudalism were very searos . The working tools of the 
farmer were confined to the primitive plow with an iron 
ploughshare, sickle, scythe and epade. Later, the plough 
with an iron body and the rake were used* In order to 
|#iii the meat, for a long tine, the hand mill woe used 
until wind and water utile began to appear. 
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The bases of the relations of production of the 
feudal society mors the ownership of the lord over the land 
md his incomplete ownership cafr the eervont of the soil* 
The laptop woo net a clave*- toe aimed his burn farm and Mm 
uaator cotad '-dot km could call him. ' with 

the emmet whip of the feudaXlerd . eecxieted the individual 
emnenrship of tm peasant and artisan of the inotampeuto of 
production and ef hie personal farm, based on hid own work. 
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The great feudal omerohtp of the land meroed 
99 » beoie far the eeplp$$*tiih 9/ .<*#■ pnasmta M th* 

• lam4*mt*r*. ^ One portien oftlwlemde helm agedtdthe : 
th* lord, Another oortton h* handed eoer for • 
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Z7m» lot o/ load delivered <»to th* hand* of th* 
poaoant aoaurod for th* feudal **m*r th* /ore* of neoeooary 
labor. Who pea* ant * mho m&rgetd their land* hereditarily, 
were obligated to mark for the landowner who** field* they 
onlttoatod with their own implement* and their profit of 
labor, or twij delivered to him the ourpradutrbo in ooin * 
or in wtaney. 

The feudal rent of the ooil frequently aboorbed 
■opt only the war labor of tho peemant, but included a part 
'^hte neoeooary work * The beet* of thie rent woe feudal 
the lend, wotted With the- direct rale of tho 
fehdel landowner over tho poaoant a which made them dependent 
*.#§»♦ mmr feudal ten, phe w feme o f the ooil eeietedt 
the root in werb, the rent in hind mat the rent fer money. 
The exploitation of tho peaeant* by tho landowner woo openly 
mom^jwmrhi in three forme • Tho root for work or poroonal 
oared moo predominated in the fir at phaoee of development of 
feodaltom. The peaeantshad to wort obligatorily a oertatn 
part of the moot, three day* or aero with their own toole 
of production (plough*, profit, labor, etc,). 


Thuo, for the poroonal ooreteo, tho neoeooary labor 



r 



During tho oouroo of It# development, the rent 
began to convert itself into a rent in epseiee, into 
a profit* il* quit rent* Under this form of rent, the 
p*neont w» forced to deltvor regularly to the landowner 
certain quantities of cereals, oattle, birds, and other 
'Umri cultural produete . The quit rents were frequently 
combined with different remainder* of personal cervices/ 
that is to say, with the obligation of the farmer to work 
on the farm of tho master . 

Under tho eyetem of tho rent in kind, the farmer 
distributed hie entire labor, not only tho necessary but 
also tho ourplue labor as ho earn fit • Who soparation between 
the ns osss ary work and the surplus work woe not ee definite 
da the rent in work* Tho os poaeante nUeb aequired relatively 
greater independence. This stimulated to a oertatn dogroo 
the right* of the productivity of labor • 

In a later phase of feudalism, whom the esehaug* 
had acquired a suffteiently wide development, a ppearo the 
rent in money which adept e the form of quisdrent in oaeh. 

The rent tn monoy i* character* otto of tho period of die- 
intogration of feudalism end of the apparition of the 
capitalistic relations . Frequently, the different forme of 
the foudal rent coexisted. "In all of theee forms of the 
rent of the set It rent in work, rent in kind, and rent in 
monoy ( staple exohang* in the form of tho rout tn kind), 
deed not prosuppooo that tho person who pay e the read te always 
the true cultivator and owner of tho soil shoos surplus work 
whieh f* not distributed, gee* directly te the owner. " 

The oxploitation of the dependent pereene by the 
feudal lord* oonetl tutus tho fundamental footer* of foudaliom 
among all the peoplos, although in the earieue countries thto 
eyetou§ pro sente its own parti oulari ties, in the countries 
of tbe Oriont, the feudal relatione were oenpared for a long 
time with the relatione of slavery. Thto oeeurrod tn Chtna, 
India, Japan and other eouatnee • In the Orient, the feudal 
ownership of the land wo* ef greed significance. 


JWW Mm&mssi. m Jtssutmm iz&sjlsi smnuu 

The productive foreoo during the period ef foudaltoa 
reached a much greater level then during the epoch ef elavery. 
The technique of the production in agriculture was raised/ 
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m » branches of culture expanded theme due a end vine culture , 
*#**" culture, end horticulture mere developed in considerable 

increase#, sepecieUy ike 

mpm* g of horsoe, stipulated by the necessities ef the 
nilitt try eervioo of ths feudal lords, and the breeding of . 
ehedp mw likewise increased considerably. The neadome end 
paeturee mere extended and improved* 

The implement $ ef the artisans and methede of 
elaboration of the primary mat oriole mere gradually 
psnftvtsd. She ancient tradee again began te be apeeialieed. 
Thus, for example, the emttk manufactured, above all, 
metal objects. in the mures ef time, ebjeete ef armory, 
keys, out levy goo do and loebemdth products mere furnished . 
From the tamer ef hides earns the shoe leather end the 
ooddlery merchandise • Paring the ldth and ITth eenturtes the 
spitting mheel mac spread throughout Scrape. In 1000, the 
leem mat invented. 


The devslepuont ef the productive fereee ef the 
feudal society interfered mere and mere with the narrew 
•temdorde in which the relatione ef preduetton developed 
under feudalism. The peasants, under the yoke ef feudal 

mere not in condition te oontinue the increase 
W ia mm ■mgriaulturml produetto*. The productivity ef the 
peasants 1 work, being forced, woe extremely lew. in the 
M rm, Ihe r$dc of productivity of the art too* exceeded the 
by the trodo~unton norms end reg ul a t ion s * 

She feudal system mac characterised by the clem prepress 

S the preduetton, by the customs and powers ef tradition, 
productive forces which developed at the besom ef 
mvtvty, imperiously demanded new relatione 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


\ v\ i^om j Legal Attache, Havana (109-12) 

' _ \ C-> 

S' 7 SUBJECT: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


Director, FBI 


/ERNMENT 


DATE: April 14, 1959 


Enclosed herewith are six copies of letterhead memorandum 
pn above-captioned subject matter and six copies of evaluation 
S. memorandum concerning sources utilized. 

' Reference is made to letterhead memorandum prepared by 

Legal Attache, Havana and dated April 6, 1959, captioned SUMMARY 
•\ AND ANALYSIS OF CURRENT CUBAN DEVELOPMENTS. 

No dissemination is being made of the enclosed material 
inasmuch as it is known to the Embassy. 

Careful consideration has been given to sources con- 
cealed, and T symbols were utilized only where identities of 
sources must be concealed. 


concealed at her own request. 


whose identity was 


"Conf 

Attac! 


* 


Inclosed letterhead memorandum has been classified 
tial" inasmuch as it reflects investigation by Legal 
Havana. .llijiU* 


2 - Bureau 
1 - Havana 1 
JTH:lg 
(3) 



4 m 

LASSlFitD B' 


CLASSIFIED BY(M >7 

DECLASSIFY Gf\l: 25 X “ 


d '' A: 


9 

_ ZJ « - 


APR 16 1959 


Ail obtained — 

:? u; ; ied EXCffT. 

y E CwHErtt a ;cwfi otherwise - 

I? i «uu3 

60ArR2^l8fi9 boncw nvir ^ 


--Hvrr 





AGENCY / £ S', 
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DATC 

HOW Tj ‘ 

BY 






In Reply, Please Refer to 
We No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
federal bureau of investigation 

April 14, 1959 

RE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 



Reference is made to memorandum dated April 14, 1959, 
concerning the captioned matter. 


insufficient 


as set forth in referenced memorandum, 
information to judge reliability. 


has furnished 





jus nwerarATioT’' 
HSTOrn is mc:r 
r.inr sjjslr '• 


CLASSIFIED BY ^> 677 ^ 
DECLASSIFY ONf25X__/_ 
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l 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
FSe No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


April 14, 1959 


: RE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 

I. On April 9, 1959, FIDEI^SASTRO gave a televised speech, 
this talk he touched on the following points: 

A. Elections 


He claimed that only the counter-revolutionaries wanted 
elect ions at this time because they saw that the Government was 
serious in carrying out its reforms. He claimed that the people 
were not anxious to have elections but those who were wanted to 
put a "brake” on the Revolutionary Program; he said those suck 
as the poker and canasta players, the big land holders, the 
politicians, etc. were the ones who were calling for such elec- 
tions* He Stated that elections will be held when the people 
have been educated against electoral frauds, when all are em- 
ployed, when the agricultural reform is a reality, and when 
everyone knows how to read and write. 

B. Freedom of Press 

CASTRO claimed that there is press and radio freedom. 

He stated, however, that the press and radio were controlled by 
the rich and powerful and that these mediums of expression depend 
upon the advertisements of big domestic and foreign companies. 

He stated that some critics were beginning to write against the 
Revolution and that these were backed by big money interests of 
Cuba and the "international oldgarchi^^Ih^then co mp lained 
concerning an article written fHlHHHHHAin the Havana 
newspaper "Prensa Libre" in whieh^l^Pdeeried the fact that 
so many honest government workers were losing their jobs. CASTRO 
claimed that the Revolutionary Government had been most generous 
in retaining government employees and increasing their salaries. 

He stated that it wac^easy to be a defender of the public servants 
and indicated that^fllB was attempting to pit the government en- 
: f . ; r plc| s^ ; .i^hinit|tie Revolutionary Government . He . stated it: was . 

ttat I 0 had t >©en writian concerjiing the workers 

privet indiwtrr or about the servants . 
trhb had been ihi go by^Jjhe rich. He remarked that Ifonewished 
: he should do lt with oare as the 'Revo^^A^ aili 

'%Hat be made on .of "the public 

■ ; : except declagoh-y 

DATE F0?’V. * N. •'?*I Ah ^ 


• V 



t 


i 


Re: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


4/14/59 


CASTRO then attached statements made by the United Press 
there sere labor and other disturbances in Cuba. He claimed 
' ^ foreign press dhs trying ; to present Cubs as a country 

He further stated that prose" services were claiming 
everyone was a Communist and mere raising the fantasy of 
concerning Cuba . 



C. Enemies of the Revolution 


CASTRO claimed that the interests of the "international 
oligarchy" are against the Cuban revolution. He claimed that 
powerful foreign interests wish to see the revolution fail 
and that they will try to get followers from among the re- 
actionaries , the men without conscience, the "stool pigeons", 
the political "hangers-on", and all those whom the revolution 
has hurt. He claimed that it would be in error to believe that 
the Revolution is an easy thing: "Ve are in a difficult period, 

in a period of fighting against the powerful foreign interests 
and against powerful interests which oppose the Revolution and 
there are many discontented." He then claimed that the people 
should know that the great interests inside and outside the 
country will do everything in their power to weaken and defeat 
the Revolution . 


II. Freedom of the Press 

U. S. Embassy, has advised 

that he has heard from numerous newsmen in the Havana area that 
there is a self-imposed censorship now existing in the Cuban 
press. According to this source, newsmen have stated that they 
are fearful of critioising-the Government in too outspoken a 
manner. JSTceording to April 8, 1959, on numerous occasions 
the linow^pe operators wilTref use to print material whlck-they 
consider to be critical of the Revolutionary GovernnentVyf ^? J 

III. Dr, Carlos Prio Socarras 
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TO ! Mr, A . E, Belmont 


from t E • R, Rotxcli^. 


'andum • UNITED states government 

>lmont date .- April 13, 1959 


P* 


SUBJECT: CUBAN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 

INTERNAL SECURITY - CTTM 

Pd C H < L foeffcA* - du-&6~ 



Mohr „ 

Parsons 

Rosen _ 

Tamm 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 
Holloman 


nd 





SAC, Miami 


Wm atom tm for 




Information. Tm 


l * Fore ign Liaison Chit 
VWtclbtbcb 


V 9 X » ' 


MOTED. 31 

APR 2 01959 

COMM-FBI 


Parsons 

Ros<*n 

// 



Trotter jCX / jf 

W.C. Sullivan _ fl//22rV- 

Tele. Room / \ 

Holloman / f -J 

annrlv * MAIL ROOM 4d 

%\ 

Er TELETYPE UNIT 1 -J 

STT APH ■??" 

16® 


i »*S !>PiM#nC*"S 

wf KX’ifimm EXCEPT. 

i: *$vsm otherwise 




0 f -/2 - T'/O^ffd 

. ■*■ ™ - \J 

9 APR 211§|| 











me. For your information 1 




REC- 7Q 


APR 2.1 1359 
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D. 


6 - 


H 


a °f RflL BJREAU of investigation 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 

APR 1 $ 1959 * 
";W- , 

teletype 






\ 


URGENJ4-16-59 S-49 PM JLD 

TO' BIRECTOR, FBI4 AND SAC, MIAMI 






iMv. ^ hin 
Mr. ^ 

Mr. i- -jj- 'auh... 

Mr. McGuire., 
Mr. Mu hr , 


Mr. Parsons 

Mr. jRosen _ 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Trotter 
Mr. W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 


Mr. Holloman 

Misa Gand v 


^ FROM SAC, NEW YORK 2P 

^ CUBAN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES, IS DASH CUBA. REMIAMITEL, 

•Q FOUR SIXTEEN, INSTANT, REFLECTING THAT CASTRO GOVT. 

^ INTELLIGENCE UNIT HAS REPORTEDLY RENTED WHOLE FLOOR AT NO 
^ TWENTY SIX BROAD ST., NYC. I NVESTIGATION REFLECTS NO 
SUCH ADDRESS AS TWENTY SIX BROAD ST., NYC. HOWEVER, THE 

, BUILDING TWENTY BROAD ST*, WOULD COVER THE AREA NORMALLY 

< 

cv 





vX 




duj< 

L 


X BEARING ADDRESS TWENTY SIX BROAD ST< 

BUILDING, TWENTY BROAD ST., SAYS THIS BUILDING WHICH 

'' ADJOURNS NY STOCK EXCHANGE BUILDING WAS COMPLETED IN * 

J / •" H )< 

CSP NINETEEN FIFTY SEVEN AND COMPLETELY RENTED END OF SAME /- A ^ 



J 


SAYS NO WHOLE FLOORS HAVE BEEN AVAILABLE FOR ^ , 


YEAR. 

RENT SINCE AND NO NEW t: TENANT HAS MOVED IN THIS YEAR. 


Q 

tu 

Q 

cc 

o 


ALL 


TENANTS ARE STOCKBROKERS EXCEPT FOR TWO BANKS AND ONE LAW 



FIRM* SMALL SPACE ON FIFTEENTH FLOOR BEING RELINQUISHED BY 
PRESENT TENANT SOON BUT SAID SPACE ALREADY PROMISED HALF TO U' 'Zj'Ai , 

REG-. /i/r ^ 

EMPIRE TRUST CO., AND OTHER HALF TO 
WELL KNOWN STOCKBROKER. MIAMI WILL REINTERVIEW 
END PAGE ONE __ 


R 1% 1959 


•SAP/! 





EX - 1 1 3AUJU£OftfMTION CONTAIr 
HEREIf 



PAGE TWO 

mb 0 DETERMINE IF SHE CAN FURNISH A MORE CORRECT ADDRESS 
AND ADVISE NYO. 

END AND ACK PLS 
R NY 4 WA CRA 


i/1 C 







Transmit the following in 


(Type in plain text or code) 



AIRTEL 














In Reply* Please Refer to 
FUe No* 


CO] 



NTIAL 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SEGrfT 


WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

April 20, 1959 


FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 



According to the informant, both these persons 


had heard the speech delivered by Castro on April 17, 1959, 
before the American Society of Newspaper Editors, and felt 
that Castro had done a good job despite the language barrier. 


commented that the Castro forces had com- 
plete control of the Cuban Government , but were handicapped 
due to the lack of experienced people to handle the important 


jobs. Vhen 
United States 
too much 

the job, 

that problem, 
group of Ministers 


stated that there was a feeling in the 
Castro was no administrator, was putting 
essure on himself and would not be able to handle 

said t hat Castro alone would have to solve 
did say that they have a very good 
n the Cuban Cabinet. 



When asked whether the Cuban Government 
to buy out the American power companies , 
the government would not. He did say, however^t! 


r as going 
P said that 
t some 


regulations would be put into force because rates are too high 
and abusive . ' 



further stated that the present Cuban 
Government is experiencing difficulty in determining how 
much money Batista took with him when he left the country in 




aASSIRto'BY. 
DECLASSIFY QM; 





AGENCY ' 

IS - 







Alt 1NF0RMATCN CCWAIN®^, ^q 
VHtRE SHOWN OTHERWISE . bl „ 

BfeeSUKE 


















FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - 


January, 1959. ^imm^commented that a special ministry 
in the government was created in order to determine this. 





further stated that he would travel 
with Castro i n this "count ry until the group reached Boston 
at which time MHp would return to Cuba. He said that 
his work in CuD^required that he return at this time. 

This memorandum is loaned to you by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation and neither it nor its contents 
are to be distributed outside the agency to which loaned. 


IT 



OPCA-20 (12-3-96) 


XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

XXXXXX 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

2_ Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where indicated, 
explain this deletion. 

□ Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material available for 
release to you. 

Section 552 Section 552a 


□ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(7)(A) 

□ (d)(5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(7)(B) 

□ (j)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 

□ (b)(7)(C) 

□ 00(1) 


□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 

□ 00(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ 00(4) 

□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(8) 

□ 00(5) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(9) 

□ 00(6) 

□ (b)(6) 


□ 00(7) 


□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your request or the subject of your 
request is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents originated with another Government agency (ies). These documents were referred to that agency (ies) 
for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency (ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 

to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other agency(ies). 



Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to the 
sposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of ~cP/ 0 ~ VtC?, ^ 

dated 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): ' 



XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

XXXXXX 
XXXXXX ' 

XXXXXX FBI/DOJ 



Me. 



UNITED STATES OOVERNMENT 


Director, FBI (109-12-210) 

Legal Attache, Havana (109-54) 

o 

FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


ReBulet January 29, 1959. 


DATE: 


ch 19, 


i fc? 


Enclosed herewith are five copies of a letterhead 
memorandum on the above-captioned subject matter and five 
copies of a memorandum evaluating sources set forth therein. 


Mr. Tolson— 
Mr. Belmont— 
jlJigjJteLoach — 
Mr. McGuire___ 

Mr. Mofrr 

Mr. Parsons 

Mr. Rosen__ 

Mr. Tamm _ 

Mr. Trotter 

Mr. W.C.Su31iv» 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Holloman— 
Miss Gandy 


No dissemination has been made locally of the enc- 
closed memorandum inasmuch as the information is either public 
knowledge or has been made available to the Embassy. 

Careful consideration has been given to sources con- 
cealed, and T symbols were utilized ohly where ideptit^Les^ of 
sources must be concealed. .. rftnafk 




DECtASSifY ON: 




university of Villanueva 
(Identity concealed at own request) 


University of Villanueva, Havana, Cuba 
(Identity concealed at own 


1 


















3/19/59 






The attached memorandum has 


* , 

** H * „ v .::- 


inaerauch as it reflects invest igation By 


\ 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 

FOe No. March 19, 1959 


REvVf'QkEIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 

».. ■ . f 1 


Reference is made to memorandum dated March 19, 1959, 
concerning the captioned matter. 
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in Reply, Please Refer to 
File No, 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

If 

March 19, 19 

RE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 



Tolsou 
\ Belmon| 
■. DeLoac 
HTuii 
Mr. Mohr- 


Mr. Parsons 
Mr. Rosen— 

Mr. Tamm- 
Mr. Trotter_^t 
£$4r. W.C.Su|lfan | 


Mr. Holloman 

Miss Gandy^p 


SYNOPSIS 

EXECUTIONS (page 1) : As of March 10, 1959, 416 executed for "war - 

crimes. 1 * Aviators of BATISTA’S Army found not guilty, but CASTRO 
ordered retrial and most received prison sentences. This caused 
anti-CASTRO feeling. UNIVERSITY PROBLEMS (page 4): Government, 

under Law 11, rescinded degrees conferred by private universities 
when University of Havana ^as closed. University students have 
control of Havana University and want say in selection of faculty 
and curriculum. ASYLUM QUESTION (page 7) : Although at first 

Cuban Government wanted right to say which individuals were en- 
titled tt$f asylum, CASTRO states exilees will be allowed to leave 
eijjy§try ^ On two occasions planes leaving Cuba with exilees for 
other chantries had to return. Reported this was plan of Govern- 
ment to get control of exilees. TTTTT PENCE (page 8): 

Communists now open political pax^PVMQVllshing daily news- 
paper.^ Some prominent Government officials announced they were 
not a^bi -Communist . Files of former anti -Communist organization 
sponsored by Batista Government confiscated and its chief inves- 
tigator executed. President of Directorio Revolucionario calls 
for recognition - of Communist Party and relations with Russia. 
ANTI-UNITED STATES SENTIMENT (page 12) : CASTRO on numerous oc- 

casions has attacked United States. CASTRO'S ATTITUDE TOWARD 
PUERTO RICO (page 14) : CASTRO in favor" of" Wert o Mean Inde- 

pendence, and NPPR leaders npw in Havana. LATIN AMERICAN 
REVOLUTIONARIES (page 15) CASTRO calls Governments of Dominican 
Republic, Nicaragua, and Paraguay dictatorships, and much activity 
is takihg place in Cuba against these governments, as well as 
against^ Government of Haiti. CENSORSHIP (page 17): Interna- 

tional and some private telephone calls, as well as some mail, 
being censored. CASTRO calls for boycott of those periodicals 
which he claims are "anti-revolutionary." FACTIONS AMONG REVO- 
LUT I QNArYGROUPS (page 18) : Directorio Revolucid; 

ffatidPal Front of Escambray, and followers of 
SOCARRAS attempting to gain foothold in Gover 
CHANGES (page 20) Government by several decre 
bring about complete 5 social'' and economic chang 
thorities have confisgqAten pffi 
inaugurated an agrarPaie r Storm' 
duced rents, and have claimed ne 
country. FACTORS FAVORING :PRESE 
are honesty of off ictats^snJP; 
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and prospects of harvesting sugar crop, prime source of financial 
income for country v 

(page 23) : These are apuaost complete ousteriagof Td*|f^^»ern-^ 

meat official*, high and low}- revolutionary groups wM.ch hare - 
received no recognition; confiscation of goods of Batista fol- ‘ 
lowers; executions of so-called "war criminals"; unemployment; 
fear of Communism; attacks on private property. 
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March 19 , 1999 

RE: FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


EXECUTIONS 



The following Information was furnished by 



b^.| bIX) 


With the triumph of the revolutionary forces in Cuba 
the Government immediately announced that persons who had oom- 



The first large-scale executions under rebel "jus- 
tice" took place in the vicinity of Santiago de Cuba within 
two weeks after the flight of Batista. At that time a ditch 
was dug by a bulldozer and approximately 70 of the individuals 
accused of crimes during the Batista regime were shot and their 
bodies buried in this mass grave. Because of the comments on 
the part of the international press services concerning the 
summary manner in which these executions were carried out, 

FIDEL CASTRO, the "maximo lider" (great leader) of the revo- 
lution, decided to invite to Cuba over 300 members of the 
international press in what he termed "Operation Truth." In 
a mass rally held in the Central Park of Havana on January 21, 
1959, CASTRO appealed to over 500,000 persons assembled there 
for permission to carry on his execution of "war criminals. " 

In his address CASTRO defended the revolutionary trials by 
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denouncing the "monopoly of international wire services" and 
claiming that special interests connected with the Batista re- 
gime had erroneously reported the situation in Cuba* When asked 
by CASTRO to demonstrate their support of the ^evolutionary 
forces, the crowd responded with a thundering roar. 

CASTRO’S bid for cooperation by the international press 
however, failed to take hold, mainly because on the following 
evening, January 22, 1959, the first major trial of opp pi the 
"war criminals" was held in the Sports Arena at Havana, Cu ba *. 

The trial, according to the above source, was somewhat a mockery 
of justice inasmuch as the evidence presented was mostly hear- 
say and the 17,000 individuals who personally witnessed the /v 
proceedings shouted and hooted at every statement o& Jdh ^jde - 1 
fense attorney. The defendant himself, M °,1?r .Awnn f 

in pleading his defense, stated he had not been given a trial 
but that the proceedings were something which could have taken 
place in the Colosseum in Rome. SOSA BLANCO was found guilty 
and ordered to be executed. His case was appealed, but at a 
new trial he was also found guilty and was executed. 




FIDEL CASTRO in his January 21, 1959, speech stated 
that he believed that about 400 individuals would be executed 
for war crimes. "The Havana Post" in its issue of March 10, 
1959, stated that an unofficial count as of that date reflected 
that 416 individuals had been executed by the present government 
for having engaged in killings and atrocities during the Batista 
regime. 



advised on March 10, 1959, that there were approxi- 
mately 600 persons being held at the Cabana Fortress in Havana*, 
Cuba, awaiting trial and that an additional 125 persons were 
being held at the Bureau of Investigations of the Cuban Na- 
tional Police in Havana. This source had no idea as to how 
many others were being held for trial throughout the Island 
of Cuba. He did, however, point out that the police in Havana 
were still continuing to devote almost all their time to the 
apprehending of "political" criminals. 




Both P^Pand^BpIstated they have followed the news- 
paper accounts of the trials of the persons convicted and that 
on many occasions the sentence of execution was passed when only 
"hearsay" evidence was presented. 




>and^^B all advised that there was much public 
indignation IBS! T FIDEL CASTRO called for a retrial of 46 individual 
who had been connected with the Cuban Air Force during the Batista 
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regime and who bad been accused of crimes against the people. These 
persons had been acquitted by the revolutionary courts in gearings 
held in Santiago de Cuba. On their acquittal, however, FIDX|i CASTRO 
publicly claimed that si^ch acquittal was a miscarriage of Justice 
lug&’€Sfct ;the Government abouidretry theindividuals. Such re- 
trial was held, - 

fences up to 30 years ihr p^iso%. During the -trial ofifsheSS- avfa-\ 
tors the defenseattorneys werepufcLialy abused by the members 
of the court, and FIDEL ChSTRO, himself, in a television inter- 
view claimed these defense attorneys were anti-revolutionaries. 

"The Times of Havana" in a column titled "Let's Look at 
Today" in its issue of March 7, 1959, concerning CASTRO's remarks 
regarding the trials of the above aviators, strongly attacked 
Dr . CASTRO for publicly condemning the first findings of the 
court with respect to this case and for bis condemning of the 
defense attorneys as "counter-revolutionaries." 




2 following information was furni^shed byfHJl 
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of crisis occurred when this group refused to give up the 
when the Provisional President of Cuba, MANUEL URRUTIA LhEQ, ar- 
rived in Havana on January 5, 1959. They finally agreed* how- 
ever, to release control of this place to the July 26 Movement. 


nil5l2l3ESlMfl 


The DR is a group v^hich is composed of the more radical 
hot-headed element and during' the first days of the revolution 
forced their way into Villanueva Universit, 
university in Havana, and there detained 


s they withdrew from the university premises. 


Hirraar.nn 


One of the first acts of the Cuban Revolutionary Govern 
ment was to pass what is known as "Law 11", which rescinded all 
degrees conferred by private universities during the time the Uni 
versity of Havana was closed. This law was sponsored by the KEU 
which claimed that with its operation these who attended school 
during the revolution, while others were fighting against the 
Batista forces, would not be recipients of any advantage in the 
educational sphere. The principal school which this affected 
was Villanueva University with a student body of over 2,500. 
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SYNOPSIS 

EXECUTIONS (page 1) : As of March 10, 1959, 416 executed for "waF 

crimes. Tr Aviators of BATISTA' s Army found not guilty, but CASTRO 
ordered retrial and most received prison sentences. This caused 
anti -CASTRO feeling. UNIVERSITY PROBLEMS (page 4): Government, 

under Law 11, rescinded degrees conferred by private universities 
when University of Havana ^as closed. University students have 
control of Havana University and want say in selection of faculty 
and curriculum, ASYLUM QUESTION (page 7) : Although at first 

Cuban Government wanted right to say which individuals were en- 
titled td» asylum, CASTRO states exilees will be allowed to leave 
cjhl^try^ On two occasions planes leaving Cuba with exilees for 
other countries had to return. Reported this was plan of Govern- 
ment to get control- of exilees. MHHMM^NPL^NCE (page 8): 
Communists now open political pax^PVHHPBllshing daily news- 
paper. Some prominent Government officials announced they were 
not a|pi-Communist . Files of former anti -Communist organization 
sponsored by Batista Goveriuqent confiscated and its chief inves- 
tigator executed. President of Direct orio Revolucionario calls 
for recognition' of Communist Party and relations with Russia. 
ANTI-UNITED STATES SENTIMENT (page 12): CASTRO on numerous oc- 

casions has attacked United States. CASTRO'S ATTITUDE TOWARD 
PUERTO RICO (page 14) : CASTRO in favor"of "Puerto fticanTnde- 

pendence , and NPPR leaders npw in Havana. LATIN AMERICAN 
REVOLUTIONARIES (page 15) CASTRO calls Governments of Dominican 
Republic, Nicaragua, and Paraguay dictatorships, and much activity 
is taking place in Cuba against these governments, as well as 
againstr^Government of Haiti. CENSORSHIP (page 17): Interna- 

tional and some private telephone calls, as well as some mail, 
being censored. CASTRO calls for boycott of those periodicals 
which he claims are "anti -revolutionary.” FACTIONS AMONG RE VO- 
LUTIONARY GROUPS (page 18) : Direct orio Revolucior 

Nat idhal Front of Escambray, and followers of 
SOCAftllAS attempting to gain foothold in Goveri 
CHffiCrBS (page 20) Government by several decree 
bring about comp let e 'social*' 'and economic change 
thorities have confiscated prp{ 


inaugurated an agrarfaj* reform 
duced rents, and have claimed ne 
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executions 


and 



The following Information was furnished by 



bx| blT) 


With the triumph of the revolutionary forces in Cuba 
the Government Immediately announced that persons who had com- 



The first large-scale executions under rebel "jus- 
tice" took place in the vicinity of Santiago de Cuba within 
two weeks after the flight of Batista. At that time a ditch 
was dug by a bulldozer and approximately 70 of the individuals 
accused of crimes during the Batista regime were shot and their 
bodies buried in this mass grave. Because of the comments on 
the part of the international press services concerning the 
summary manner in which these executions were carried out, 

FIDEL CASTRO, the "maximo lider" (great leader) of the revo- 
lution, decided to invite to Cuba over 300 members of the 
international press in what he termed "Operation Truth." In 
a mass rally held in the Central Park of Havana on January 21, 
1959, CASTRO appealed to over 500,000 persons assembled there 
for permission to carry on his execution of "war crimiaa t l&." 

In his address CASTRO defended the revolutionary trials by 
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denouncing the "monopoly of international wire services" and 
claiming that special interests connected with the Batista re- 
gime had erroneously reported the situation in Cuba* When asked 
by CASTRO to demonstrate their support of the revolut ionary 
forces, the erowd responded with a thundering roar, 

CA&TBO's bid for cooperation by the International press, 
however, failed to take hold, mainly because on the following 
evening, January 22, 1959, the first major trial of onp pf the 
"war criminals" was held in the Sports Arena at Havana, Cyba*.. 

The trial, according to the above source, was somewhat a mockery 
of justice inasmuch as the evidence presented was mostly hear- 
say and the 17,000 individuals who personally witnessed the pu 
proceedings shouted and hooted at every statement ofJfceide- 1 in- 
tense attorney. The defendant himself, M °, l 9 r wn o , 

in pleading his defense, stated he had not been given a trial 
but that the proceedings were something which could have taken 
place in the Colosseum in Rome. SOSA BLANCO was found guilty 
and ordered to be executed. His case was appealed, but at a 
new trial he was also found guilty and was executed. 

FIDEL CASTRO in his January 21, 1959, speech stated 
that he believed that about 400 individuals would be executed 
for war crimes. "The Havana Post" in its issue of March 10, 

1959, stated that an unofficial count as of that date reflected 
that 416 individuals had been executed by the present government 
for having engaged in killings and atrocities during the Batista 
regime. 


advised on March 10, 1959, that there were approxi- 
mately 600 persons being held at the Cabana Fortress in Havana-, 
Cuba, awaiting trial and that an additional 125 persons were 
being held at the Bureau of Investigations of the Cuban Na- 
tional Police in Havana. This source had no idea as to how 
many others were being held for trial throughout the Island 
of Cuba. He did, however, point out that the police in Havana 
were still continuing to devote almost all their time to the 
apprehending of "political" criminals. 


b'i-IttD 


Both Mp^and^flpistated they have followed the news- 
paper accounts of the trials of the persons convicted and that 
on many occasions the sentence of execution was passed when only 
"hearsay" evidence was presented. 




fl|m^^|^and^HB all advised that there was much public 
indignatioiTwfSI^lDEL CASTRO called for a retrial of 46 individual: 
who had been connected with the Cuban Air Force during the Batista 
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regime and who bad been accused of crimes against the people. These 
persons had been acquitted by the revolutionary courts in hearings 
held in Santiago de Cuba. On their acquittal, however , FIDEL CASTRO 
publicly claimedtbai sych acquittal wasa miscarriage of ^dsetice 
Government should retry the* individuals. Such re- 
tr JLai las 'held , and , most -werh^ound guilty . aadrecdiyedsfn- 
tences up to 30 years in prison, During the trial o^ihesO- avia-\ 
tors the defense attorneys werepublicly abused by themembers *. 
of the court, and FIDEL CASTRO, himself, inatelevisldninter- 
view claimed these defense attorneys were anti-revolutionaries. 


"The Times of Havana’Vin a column titled "Let's Look at 
Today" in its issue of March 7, 1959 , concerning CASTRO's remarks 
regarding the trials of the above aviator s, strongly attacked 
Dr. CASTRO for publicly condemning the first findings of the 
court with respect to this case and for his condemning of the 
defense attorneys as "counter-revolutionaries." 
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The following information was furnished by 

jFe^ef University (FEU) has. always 

force at the jCfci vea^l* £ _ of f P* k * - ***:•* 


been a str< 

leadership of this gfbup has^oftah %!f „ .. . 

order to attain its ends. On ocoaaions, m^>ers of this jgroup 
have intimidated professors so that they would -receive passing 
marks in courses which they were taking.. The FEU has always been 
considered to be a somewhat political organization and a breeding 
ground for future Cuban politicians. 

The University has been closed since 1956 because of the 
political actions taken against the Batista regime by the student 

body. i 

1 

The action arm of jthe FEU, namely the Directorio Revo - 
lucionario (OR) , was instrumental in seouring control of' the'Wesi- 
dehtial Palace during the first days of the revolution. A period 
of crisis occurred when this group refused to give up the Palace 
when the Provisional President of Cuba, MANUEL URRUTIA LLEO, ar- 
rived in Havana on January 5, 1959. They finally agreed, how- 
ever, to release control of this place to the July 26 Movement. 

The DR is a group mjhich is composed of the more radical, 
hot-headed element and during the first days of the revolution 
forced their way into Villanueva Universi ty, a pr ivate Cathol 
university in Havana, and there detained 

tfHmPIfthis university, for a few hours. After a period 03 
tnre^aays they withdrew from the university premises. 

One of the first acts of the Cuban Revolutionary Govern- 
ment was to pass what is known as "Law 11", which rescinded all 
degrees conferred by private universities during the time the Uni- 
versity of Havana was closed. This law was sponsored by the FEU 
which claimed that with its operation those who attended school 
during the revolution, while others were fighting against the 
Batista forces, would not be recipients of any advantage in the 
educational sphere. The principal school which this affected 
was Villanueva University with a student body of over 2,500. 
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V\ In the latter part of January ✓ 1959, the DR, which had 

v control of the University of Havan^)r^k^es^^eleased this control 
Ki to representativ es of the FEU. 4iflQM|H|HHfl[i^pwa^recO£n^ed, 
1/ asfl||HBH0 the F£u b y the university Council , 

. xi enjoye^thesupp ort of both the DR and the 4 26th of July Movement/.; * 
early February, 1959, the FEU ousted the University Council, . jg|'i 
sA and took complete con trol o f the University # Havana premiseSit^S 

5 The FEU, according to^HB desired to have almost* complete 4^ "71 
in the selection of the professors who were to retain, their 

6 ^positions and also desired to select the courses which the Uni- 
iVersity should give. According to this s ourc e, there was some 

5 ^Justification for the stand taken by the FHU inasmuch as many 
^^®bf the professors attached to Havana University in the past 
£^jrere individuals who never appeared for their classes and 
^ ^merely sold their notes to the student body. With these notes 
£ jTJthe students would be able to take an examination given by the 
J P%>rof essor. 
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[that the vigorous 


It was theopinion of both and i 

attacks against the part of Government officials 

were due to their attempting to curry favor with the FEU* Both 
these sources stated that the FEU -has never looked with favor 
on the University of Villanueva as the authorities in charge of 
that institution have prevented the FEU from gainin^control 
of the student body. . q > ' , 

Qj rcc igr IA uCmUCMM&fJA - ^ 

*®adv Tsed on March 10, 1959, that 

which in the past has been the action arm of the 
FKUTbas been making trips throughout Cuba in order to gain COntroI"''*^^ 
of the student organizations at the vario us univ ersities outside 
Havana Province. This source stated that mb.intends to take 
over complete control of the FEU and also in the future plans to 
see to it that students attending the various universities will 
have to be memb ers of his organization rather than t he July 26 
Movement. that the present — I the FEU 









^explained that if this became public knowledge, 

I would immediately lose any following that he has 

inasmuch as one of the principal points in the FEU program is 
to attack those who matriculated at any institution while the 
Universitj^of Havana was closed. This source also stated that 
VHHBHIvas originally involved in the attack by DR members 
aga^st the Presidential Palace in Havana in 1957; however . i 
^™ l ^^did not carry out his assignment during this attack buF 
rarner went into hiding. 
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ASYLUM QUESTION 

With the overthrow of -the Batista Ctoveiri^ 

1959, there was a rush on the^pari of Batista followers ..tp s ®© k « s V 
asylum in various Latin American Embassies in Havana, 6ab^«> v»: 

-• The Cuban Government authorities immediately raised a > question < ' 

with respect to the right of asylum, stating that in i^any 'insta^oes 
those given asylum had been guilty of common crimes and that, there- 
fore, Cuba could not give them safe conduct out of the country. 

The Diplomatic Corps, however, pointed out that Only the Embassy 
involved was the judge as to whom asylum should be given and that 
Cuba had no right in stating that it was to judge whether asylum 
had been rightly or wrongly given. FIDEL CASTRO, however, on 
assuming the position of Prime Minister, made a public statement 
that he would abide by international agreements with respect to 
the right of asylum. 


> ^■■advised that on two occasions when safe conduct had 

been issue^ior exilees to leave Cuba, the planes on which they 
departed had to return to Cuban soil becauseof reported mal- 
functioning of the aircraft in question. ^Bi s tated that dn 
one of these occasions the Cuban authorities attempted to claim 
that the persons had lost their right of asylum on leaving Cuba 
and that on th^return of the plane they were subject to arrest. 
According to however, the Ambassador, at whose Embassy these 

exilees had been guests, made strenuous complaints to the Presi- 
dent of the Republi c , an d they were allowed to return to the 
Embassy (Chilean) . ^^advised on February 26, 1959, that he 
had heard from sources connected with the airlines that it was 
apparent that no malfunctioning of the aircraft in question had 
taken place but that it had been a pre-arranged plan for these 
planes to return to Cuba after the take-off. 
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COMMUNIST INFLUENCE 


HBduring the week of January 18, 1959, ad- 
rtido Social 1st a Popular (PSP - Communist Party 


VHP and 

vised that the Par 
of Cuba) , which had been outlawed under the Batista regime, be- 
gan to operate openly. The PSP newspaper •‘Hoy" has contiixue4 
publication on a daily basis in Havana since January 5 ? 1959 i 
This newspaper espouses the line of close cooperation among the 
revolutionary forces with full participation in the new govern- 
ment for all elements which participated in the "liberation.” 
The PSP claims such participation. 



According toHHP and Hflv there was very little par- 
j ticipation on the part of PSP members in the July 26 Movement 
up until about four months prior to the fall of the Batista 
1 Government. These sources pointed out that when the July 26 
i forces called for a general strike in Cuba on April 9, 1958, 

! the strike failed miserably. They stated this indicated that 
! the Communists, who presumably had some influence in the labor 
^unions, bad not been able to control the laboring classes and , 
? help the July 26 Movement. * 

On February 6, 1959, ^^Hladvised that 


\co> 


I' I’CU 


y 


a representat ive of t hfeJaagim SfiWgPaBiSC !!£ravda . 
i n Cuba "on™3anu’ary 21 , 1959, and had remained i^Havana until 
January 28, 1959, According to this source, 

bills while in Havana were paid by ERNESTO " CHEffiSP EVARA , Com- 
\ mander of the Cuban Revolutionary Forces at La «bana Fortress, 

Havana. Su&p&a-l' d i 4 \£{k~ 

HW^5~Junr%TT9^8, stated t han eITnESTO "CHE" GUEVARA,* 
an Argentine citizen, was in Guatemala during the last days of ^ 
the regime of JACOBO ARBENZ, which regime was publicly known as 
being pro-Comraunist . According to this source, GUEVARA defended 
that regime in the Guatemalan press. In a public statement re- 
ported in the Havana newspaper "The Times of Havana" during the 
week of January 4, 1959, GUEVARA stated, "I am not a Communist 
but neither am I anti-Communist.” 



las advised that GUEVARA is definitely anti-American 

in his sympathies. 

According to the Havana .newspaper "Prensa Libre" in its 
issue of January 11, 1959, CAMILOTjetENFUEGOS l^GORRI ARAN stated 
that the Communists of Cuba could organize as a legal political 
party and "We cannot consider Communists as an illegal faction 
where liberty exists, and in this Cuban democracy there is „. v 

liberty ” CIENFUEGOS is the Command er. of. the Revo- 

l ut ionary Forces at Campo Libertad, Havana. -P ' 

■' d <i- Tv.. A P 


(:■ 


(j) 


- 8 



Foreign Political Matters - Cuhmfc^&ki 


advised on October 23 , 1956 , that bis records re- 
flected that CIENFUEGOS was arr ested and fingerprinted on January 
21, 1956. Atthattime CIENFUSG0S was listed as being the Di- 
rector of the Frente Popular, «Co«aunist PArty front organisa- 
tion in Havana. - . ' 


mzzm ra 


advised on February 22 , 195^i, !th»t h#; 
formed by ^^nTgh offic ial in the July 26 Moveme nt ff * 

had stated that 

CuDsu^k>vernmea^jjas thinking of sending a "commercial man" to 
Russia. reportedly remarked, according to this of- 

ficial, that the United States had commercial relations with 
Russia and he saw no reason that Cuba should not also have 
such relations. This same source advised on March 5, 1959 


es of 


dvised th 


mmmm 


ABA . ’to confiscate all the files o 
the Boro para la Represion oelas Actividades Comunistas (Bureau 
for the Repression of Communist Activities) (BRAC). These file 
were transpo rted f rom Caapo bertad in Havana t° La C ab ana 
According t 


Havana newspapers og ^Kar ch 7, 1959, carried articles 
reflecting that J OS^CASTANQ^QGEYBDO , formerly nhiaf 


for BRAC, had been executed at ha Cabana Fortress, Havana , Cuba", 
for "war crimes." A review of the testimony in this case, as 
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Re: foreign Political Matters - Cuba 

stated that it was common rumor that soldiers j\"Zt/ 
who were attending classes at La Cabana Fortress in Havana were be- 
ing indoctrinated in Communist theory along with their instruc- 
tion in, reading and writing. 


;ated on March 16, 1959 > that several of the mili- 
tary leaders who are closely associated with ERNESTO "CHE" GUEVARA 
are definitely pro-Communist in their sympathies, ; 
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and which aie beimgedh© 
CASTRO tint’ $4*1 


Her ha* claimed 0. 3* .pr***, 

serviced have not reported oh t£e Caban revoluttion V 
truthfully. He was particularly critical of the 
condemning in the Halted States press of the Cuban 
executions. CASTRO has stated he would like to 
see a Latin American wire service established 
which would tell the truth to Latin American 
nations. (January 22, 1959) 

He has condemned same American big businesses, 
especially the United Fruit Company, claiming 
that they have not treated the workers in a just 
manner. He made the allegation against the United 
Fruit Company of not having paid taxes to the 
rebels when they controlled Oriente Province. 
(January 22 , 1959) 

From his initial success he has vehemently attacked 
the U. S. Military Missions in Cuba and has derided 
them by stating that they trained a ^defeated** 
(Batista's) army. In a public appearance on 
January 22 he stated he could not understand 
why such missions always had to come from the 
United States. He stated he would like to see 
such a mission come to Cuba from Venezuela. 

(January 22, 1959, and others) 

He criticized the reaction of newspapers in the 
United States toward the Cuban executions and 
stated that the United States had killed thousands 
in dropping atomic bombs over Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
world peace Whife iher* we**- onl^i - 
llew.^#*^wtioiH^¥in Cuba ofBatista t ^^ur*rm aiid 
Mapmi&s^, . (January 21, 1959) ' ^ -f'.-’f ’ '■■ ■ 

He demanded the return of Cuba's "war criminals" 
fros^ttra United States; this, although, according 
to Cuba had never actually in a legal manner 
requested their return. (January 21, 1959) 
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6. He claimed that historically Cuba has been a victim 
of United States influence for over 50 years. 

, ■ : .... . v r j c , , 

maintained wotfld s 





He remarked that Cuban school textbooksshould be 
revised to show the tree picture oftheinf luence 
which the United States had over Cuba* He made 
the claim that the United States bad entered the 
Spanish American. War when it had already been 
Won by Cuba. (February 19, 1959} 

In answer to a press inquiry concerning his criticism 
of American foreign policy, CASTRO replied, "le 
criticize the United States for helping Batista 
and not because it did not help us. We did not 
want American intervention - we bad plenty of 
that in the past 30 years." (February 28, 1959) 


10. In a speech at Guantanamo, Cuba, CASTRO stated, 
"We must be free economically and he charged 
that United States Ambassadors have been running 
the country. (February 3, 1959) 


11. On January 15, 1959, CASTRO, in reply to a remark 
concerning the possibility of Marines being sent 
to Cuba, stated that if this were to happen, "over 
200,000 gringos will die." 


12. On March 6, 1959, CASTRO stated that count er -•revolu- 
tionary forces were securing arms in Miami, Florida, 
and that "the FBI and local authorities" were doing 
nothing to prevent their efforts in this respect. 







Re: Foreign Political Matters - Cuba 

CASTRO'S ATTITUDE TOWARD PUERTO RICO 


The Havana newspaper "El Mundo" in r 
conference held by CASTRO an - 
had meniiottied thathe was An 
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States with 
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1 ead^j^^f^th^ 

» have appear ed 

in both the Communist publics 
July 26 Movement "RevolucionJ 
States policy toward Puerto R 

tion "Hoy" and in 
|" These articles 
P-co. 

i the organ of the 
attack Unitpd 
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that 


ng xo tnis source na 

offices in the Capitol Building in Havana, occupying Room 9 2 , 
~ further stated that the group 

training in a location not far from Havana an^^^usiJQ^arms 
seized from supporters of the Batista regime. He further ad- 
vised that the group expects to make the trip to Nicaragua by 
plane and indicated that it would depart soon. The fact tjiat 
BMi occupies Boom 92 in the Capitol Building in Havana was 


verified by i 
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He particularly si ngl< 
without naming, one magazine which had printed caries 
■mil ' CMtSTBO^hought made fun of scite of the leaders of tl 
■. l«^lcw. VRB advised that the magazine referred' to by 
thefamousweekly humor magazine "Zig-Zag.” "The fi me#.«^i^F»|«” 
in its issue of March 9» 1959, carried the following comments con- 
cerning "Zig-Zag" : "Zig-Zag, a hitherfore courageous publication 

has become a docile review that feeds impotent pap to its reader A, 
The weekly has become an apple-polishing and meaningless jumble 
of sterile humor and eulogistic editorials.” 



Havana newspapers on March 10, 1959, carried reports on 
FIDEL CASTRO' s interview with members of the Havana press. At 
that time CASTRO reportedly stated that he believed that newspaper 
men should receive a minimum salary of $260.00 per month and that 
be believed that the Government should find waysjiosubsidize 
newspapers so that the salaries could be paid. fllVhas advised 
that under the Batista regime almost all of the newspapers in 
Havana were subsidized by the Batista Government and that news- 
papermen as a whole had received subsidies from various Goyern- 
ssaatfc agencies. For these subsidies they were expected to wStbe. 
eulogistic articles concerning these agencies. This source fur- 
ther pointed out that at the present time in Havana, Cute, 'there 
are approximately 20 daily newspapers. This source believed 
that a city the size of Metropolitan Havana with a population 
of approximately one million could not support more than four 
newspapers without government subsidy. 


On March 16 
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REVOLUTIONARY CHANGES 




and' 


iave advised that the revolution of 


much 

», ' sad deca the 
widespread effect on the 
btlP; the Cuban people. Acci 

„./$& ... 

, m who presently occupies the postf of Prime Minist or s/ 

Government, since January 1, 1959, has passed many laws 



which 


have had a profound effect 
have been the following: 


on the Cuban economy. Among these 


1. Confiscation of funds of BATISTA and some of the 
Government officials who served under him, as well 
as the funds of officers of the Armed Forces who 
aided BATISTA when be came to power by a coup on 
March 19, 1952. According to the above sources, 
this is the first time in Cuban history that such 
drastic action has been taken against previous 
Government officials. In connection with this, 
bank accounts and safety deposit boxes of these 
individuals have been seized by the Government. 

2. An Agrarian Reform Program has been promulgated, 
and some Government lands, as well as lands pre- 
viously owned by BATISTA *s followers, have been 
divided and given to the "campesinos” (peasants). 

In connection with this plan, CASTRO has announced 
that he« intends to drain the Cienaga de la Zapata, 
a wide stretch of salty marsh lands in the southern 
part of Cuba. According to^Bft ERNESTO H CHE" 
GUEVARA was the one who interested FIDEL CASTRO 

in this project. On March 16, 1959, CASTRO stated 
he would give employment to 50,000 men by un der- 
taking this draining project. ^^Rand 4(Hfrhave 
advised that it is apparent from the rapidity with 
which these projects, with respect to the Agrarian 
Reform, are being instituted that little thought 
has been given to all the consequences involved. 
They point out that no training has been given to 
the peasants in the management of their 
. or in the correct manner of - working the 

,v* ■ JPhey .glso/ state that, with reapeptTto da 

maac%h lands of Cienaga de la Zapatg;/ this' wet- 
suit s r that would be obtained are not believed 
to warrant the expense involved. According to 
these sources, Cuba is not poor in land, as is 
a country like Holland, and that if up-to-date 
farming methods were used, the land presently 
under cultivation in Cuba would produce much more 
than it does at the present time. 
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3. One of the most drastic measures passed by the 

current regime has been that of ag jpent s* , _ 

•*■ .'-'-V' ’• .. ' V ' A 

.X- ce#i': and ^tMpMaveViP^ ' 

r ■■ : ■’ " 30 per cent. ' ' '»■ * ' ...s*. *... 

* ; f > . • 4_yy ./ ■■■ . . ' , •'•■*■' ■ ^ • >, > •' 

"■ ' • ' /w "' reductions 


have pointed out that 

make it economically impossible to own property for 
rental purposes inasmuch as mortgage payments and 
fanes are ttbt covered by rents received. 

4. The Government has fixed a minimum salary of $85.00 
per month for Government workers. 

5. CASTRO has claimed that Cuba needs industrializa- 
tion. He points out that with the Agrarian Re-^ 
form the "campesinos” will have sufficient money 
to purchase more products and that those products 
should be Cuban made. CASTRO has indicated that 
Cuban tariffs will be arranged so as to protect 
Cuban industry. 

6. The Government has intervened in numerous concerns , 
including that of the American-owned Cuban Telephone 
Company. The Government has already reduced telephone 
rates and has indicated that it desires to place 
these rates bach to where they were prior to the 

last increase in tariffs given to the t^bpbope 
company in 1937. This is being done along with 
an increase in the wages paid to workers. 

7. The Government intends to enter the field of 
construction of low-cost housing and intends to 
spend, over a five-year period, one billion dollars. 
The money for this construction will come from the 
National Lottery. 

Along with the above, CASTRO has promised the poor 
the construction of schools, roads, universities, beaches, et 
cetera. . ■« 

■ i"'*'; • v- . V , ■ ;V- 'V“. - , : - • ' 1 K ,, » 


X.vJB© has publ|,cly started that the rich will be less rich 
and the poor less poor and that Cuba will have only one clads, 
namely a middle class. ' XX 
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• oglflSlmse cRfef icialSf ' ; ,OdIfr^<m« ma^Jor QQ&V& 

mmmfr '*$&■ la ^^llliill 

jtec^^at£^.\oi: ; Etolen BAX '%®|,;,a brother 'o£;^|%.|»*«g<fta 

Min tit taPC&t- Public ' " Works atiid had beenarrested becausehe bad 
been involved in a v; ndhe«*e who** tlM*, htdfety 

formsir Bniidia official bed been unfrozen. Itturnedeut that 
thia safety deposit bqx bad contained $900,900. ; in' a 

speech in Santiago de Cnba on Harch 11, 1959, had nenlioned 
that the government van investigating the misfeasance of a 
public officer and stated that the. Government was^iabiag Of:, 
instituting the penalty of death for any such nisfenhanoe. 

The pent day RENE RAY committed suicide while being held for 
investigation by police in Havana. 


m 


The most important factor favoring the present Revo- 
lutionary Government is the personality of FIDEL CASTRO and the 
promises which he has made to the people, particularly the lower 
classes. He has promised the humble people, both the "oampesinos" 
and the city worker, a new economic life, promising than that 
they will be raised to the middle class. In demagogic fashion 
he has played on their Jareds and fears, whipping up nationalism) 
and anti-Americanism. estimates that 75 per Cent of the r 

Cuban people are thoroughly pro-Castro in their sympathies 
the present time. 


«D 


According toflM Cuba is having very good success 
in harvesting its sugar crop, which is the primary source of 
financial income for the country. 
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FACTORS OPERATING AGAINST PRESENT CUBAN GOVERNMENT 


According t 




operating againstthe stability of the presetirt £uban GbVIftniiftmt * V 

' "■ " • % ' iH- ■ •• ' :• '• . ■ r • ,A* y • V . ‘ ■* •» ;i •••'• - ’ v t - f > 

->• , 1 . With theouster of the Batista tegiiao# ; *■* 

complete turnover took place in all Government personnel in 
Cuba* It is estimated that approximately 90 per cent of the 
oivil servants who bad formerly served in the Cuban Government 
were released from their positions* This in turn has caused 
almost chaotic conditions in most Government agencies because 
of the inexperience of the persons presently operating these 
organizations. In most cases old-time Government officials were 
released from their jobs without any pension rights whatsoever. 
This was particularly true in the Army and in the police forces. 
Needless to say, all these individuals so released form a nucleus 
of discontent. 

2. As was pointed out previously, various other or- 
ganizations besides the July 26 Movement helped in the overthrow 
of BATISTA, but these groups have received little recognition 

in the CASTRO Government. These organizations, namely the Di- 
rect orio Revolucionario, composed of the followers of PRIO 
SOCARRAS, and the men who composed the Second National Front 
of Eseambray, all are discontent with their present lot. 

3. The confiscation of the material goods of officials 
who served in the Batista regime has also been t he ca use of much 
antagonism toward the present Cuban Government. ^Hfe|advised 
that in one instance a high-ranking Army of f icer who had helped L 
Batista in his coup of March 10, 1952, shortly thereafter was vJ 
expelled from Cuba by Batista and lived in exile for a number 

of years. After January 1, 1959, he returned to Cuba but in 
February was seeking asylum in an Embassy in Havana inasmuch 
as he feared that he would be tried as a "war criminal" for 
having aided BATISTA in 1952. His goods are subject to con- 
fiscation. The confiscatory law is such as to confiscate not 
only all goods which the person might have acquired while serving 
BATISTA but all goods which he had accumulated during his lif$- 
time. -v* 



* - 4, The continuance of executions of so-called l*war 
jj&n** also bas been of increasing alarm to a segment of . 
>an public. Many who were staunch July 26 Movement be- 


lievers how state that they feel that in some instances persons 
are being executed unjustly. FIDEL CASTRO lost much support 
among the legal profession and also among intelligent Cubans 
when he ordered the retrial of the Batista aviators after they 
had been acquitted. 
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^ssage of the law dras- 
;ion has come to a stand- 
invest his funds in 
lecriOd the system 


5. Unemployment , With 
tically reducing rent, private coaygfei ^ 
still in Cuba inasmuch as no one dac^efi 
rental property. FIDEL CASTRO has a] 
installment buying, andmany business concerns have 

sales inasmuch as theyhaV? jrt«fttS«d to,sei,i A 
on the instalment plan, fearing that some futur ^Government action 
might put law such debts. Already various of the poorer people 
who have made installment purchases have refused : to pay their 
debts, feeling that soon by Government decree such debts will 
be automatically liquidated* Many of the well-to-do are now 
ling down on the servants they employ, and, according to 
there are indications many of the rich are making con- 
certed effort to cut expenses for services. 




i 

Importations , of goods into Cuba have been dras- 
tically curtailed due to the policy of the present Government 
to "buy Cuba." This policy, however, has not reflected any 
great influence in the purchase of things Cuban inasmuch as 
people with money are definitely tending to curtail their 
expenditures . 

i 

6. Fear of Communism. The threat of the spread 
of Communism in Cuba has caused much co ncern am ong v arious 
segments of the populace. According to^BFand^HP the 
Catholic Church is attempting to organize its forces and 
is taking a more militant stand with respect to Government 
actions, especially in the Communist field. Many of the 
staunch supporters of CASTRO prior to the revolution are 
dismayed that the Communists have shown such strength in 
the ten weeks since the revolution. Along with this feax 
of Communism, there is also a fear that the trend toward 
anti-Americanism might lead to economic reprisals by the 
United States and will especially cause a reduction in 
tourist travel to Cuba. 

7. Because of the present Government * s actions with 
respect to private property, businessmen are most fearful of 
engaging in any expansion or of investing any further funds 

in Cuba. 








CASTRO GOVT. 


INTELLIGENCE UNIT HAS REPORTER RENTED WHOLE FLOOR AT NO. TWENTY- 

j x ^C* 39 / $ & - / ' 

SIX BROAD ST.. NYC. FOR PURPOSE INVESTIGATING BASTISTA ADHERENTS ** 


IG BASTISTA ADHERENT!! 


IN U. S. AND TO AFFECT DEPORTATION SUCH INDIVIDUALS TO CUBA. 

i / 8 APR 22 1959 

TODAY FOUR MEN KILLED IN CUBA AFTER, THEY ATTEMPTED ASSASSI- 




I NNATE CAST RO YESTERDA Y IN HAVANA. ALLEGED ASSASSINS WERE REPORTEDLY 

->? , f > T» i '“ i rt p V r , +■"-*'1 

“""V 


.¥*!♦. Belmont 
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MEMBERS CASTRO- S OWN MOVEMENT. THIS INCIDENT GIVEN NO 
PUBLICITY. NEW YORK REQUESTED ASCERTAIN IF CASTRO GOVT. IS 


SETTING UP INTELLIGENCE OFFICES AT TWENTYSIX BROAD ST. AND IF SO, 
CONDUCT APPROPRIATE AND COMPLETE INVESTIGATION ACTIVITIES AND 
DETERMINE INDENTITIES INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED. MIAMI WILL MAINTAIN 
CONTACT WITHfd^^^FOR ADDITIONALS DETAILS. 

BELIEVES HER SOURCE ONE HUNDRED PER CENT RELIABLE. 

END 
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Tot SAG, Houston 

Front Director, FBI (109-539) 


FID EL CASTRO 
IS - GOBA 


fjp LfT i CA L. HATTFj?S - C UeA 


ReBuatrtel 4-14-59* 


w*if* 

aw^u!^othen^Eps&tt™ Hsssm tedayvia Cubana *tKl*2** 
for H o usto n* Purport of trip reporteily to meat subject* 
media in accordance with instruct ions contained In 
reBuairtel* 

/T)— 109-12-210 (FOf-Cuba) 

KMtelbttw 

m 

SOTEt 'Wttjtm$rt«l instructed Houston to be alert for any 
data Indicating subversive or antt-Oaatro demonstrations 
dad any data ooncemtng a threat to Castro or his croup* 
Houston mu to instmetod to advise Bureau of any pertinent 
data received and any tnd teat ion of violence against Castro 
or hie group should, in addition, be fumiehed local police , 
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FROM LEGAT, HAVANA 


FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA. _ EMBASSY ADVISE^MMi|MM| 
«IFE,' AND 5 OTHERS DEPARTING HAVANA 3 AM TODAY ON SPECm^^ 
VISCOUNT FLIGHT CUBANA AIRLINES FOR HOUSTON,. TEXAS. PURPOSE 
®F TRIP REPORTEDLY TO MEET FIDEL CASTRO. ** 


JAMES T. HAVERTY 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau , it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau 9 s cryptographic systems . 
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